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Vintage Sports Car Club 

     
 P O Box 11709, Dorpspruit, Pietermaritzburg 3206 

 
 “Forward into the Past” 

  
This is the newsletter of the Vintage Sports Car Club. Opinions expressed herein do 
not necessarily represent those of the Committee, the Editor, or of the Club. 
 
Regular gatherings are held at the Clubhouse, Oribi Road, Pietermaritzburg, and as 
per the schedule of events published in this newsletter. 
 
Visitors are welcome in the care of a Member and should be signed on by that 
Member. 
 
On Bonnets-Up and Club Open Days, parking in front of the Clubhouse is reserved 
for Club Qualifying Vehicles Only, and you are requested to park modern vehicles 
behind the Clubhouse. 
 
 

          Office Bearers: 2012/2013 
 

Trustees   Peter Houston, Fred Rascher and Grenville Manton 
 
Club President         Clyde Wyatt 
 
     

   Committee and Portfolio Holders 
 

Chairman     Fred Rascher   033 394 2502 
Vice Chairman    Andrew Haupfleish  033 342 9628 
Treasurer     John Wilsworth  033 343 3209 
Secretary     Vacant 
SAVVA Delegate    Ron Richmond  033 344 1943 
Clubhouse      Clyde Wyatt   033 330 6413 
Spares      Johan Viljoen   072 750 1255  
Klink      Tony Fourie   082 803 6696 
Newsletter     Gillian Richmond  083 253 9762 
Motorcycles     Stuart Anderson  083 650 1522 
Clubhouse Events    Crista Inggs   079 566 4480 

 
VSCC eMail:     vscc@vodamail.co.za      
Newsletter eMail:  gillian2@telkomsa.net 
 
Affiliated to SAVVA                        SAVVA Website: www.savva.org.za 
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 
Cars in the Park 2013 is now history. The weather was superb and we were blessed 
with new enthusiasm from our members. 
 
The trials and tribulations and unpleasant incidents from last year have not 
completely been erased from everyone’s memory but the good name of the VSCC 
and Cars in the Park has been partially restored to its former glory.   
 
Organising the event is not difficult, a bit time consuming maybe, but not that it 
disturbed my normal lazy routine much. The gift here is to have the right volunteers 
to share whatever work is necessary.  Luckily I have those ready to get on with the 
job in hand. To all of those who had to endure my e-mails and phone calls at all 
times of the day or night, a very big Thank you. Without your dedication and 
enthusiasm the day would not have been possible. 
 
The results were very good but not I am afraid a new record: we were about 800 
paying spectators short of the 2006 figures, but about four thousand more than the 
last 2 years. It was obvious that many gained entry without paying. This lapse must 
be rectified next year. 
 
I would guess the figure to be about 1200 vehicles. Looking at the space still 
available at 1pm Junior very wisely closed the gate to more vehicles entering. Maybe 
we took up more space this year than the reported 1200 cars last year because the 
cars were bigger! Or the figure for 2012 was a figment of the imagination: I did 
however see a few large old American cars that were not allowed in last year. Maybe 
these filled the gaps of the past. 
 
With a little more planning we could get a better distribution of the cars in the various 
areas. Unfortunately no matter how much pre-planning is done the individuals will 
not adhere to what we consider to be the best solution, but to what suits them best. 
One must realise from a club perspective that it is impossible to predict numbers, 
even two days ahead, never mind weeks ahead.  The variables are too numerous to 
make accurate assessments of space requirements.   
 
Carl made a fantastic video of the park last year and this helped enormously. With 
some careful counting it was reasonably easy to estimate the cars in a given area. I 
knew that the Oval could easily accommodate 100 more cars than previously.  
 
I issued far more coloured stickers than the park could accommodate, working on a 
15% no show factor. This was pretty close to what happened.  People who are 
members of one or more clubs took tickets from all the clubs but only arrived with 
one car.  Had they all arrived we would have had “Cars in Park Avenue” double and 
triple parked.  
 
Working with the Comrades Association was both a pleasure and a lesson in 
precision organisation. 
  
I don’t think anyone knows the amount of work that goes into that one race. That 
they allowed us to use the marquees on the Oval was a privilege for which I am 
eternally grateful. They could have just as easily erected them after our event.  
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To Jeff and Chris we owe a great debt of gratitude. Their constant banter and good 
humour made visiting the park a pleasure. 
 
The debacle with the fence repairs was very easily resolved by the picture in the 
Witness. This unleashed so much energy from the council that I and many others 
were astounded. Whether the new clean and repaired Park can now be maintained 
is doubtful. With no security and visitors who are hell bent on destroying everything 
in their path, the future wellbeing of the park is not guaranteed. No doubt we will 
have the same scenario next year. 
 
The ladies toilets on the Oval were given a revamp and we were helped by sponsors 
for the paint and labour. The total amount that we spent on the park and the toilets 
was R22,000-00 but the publicity we received in the Witness was invaluable. 
During the day Aisne and I tried to visit most of the stands of both exhibitors and 
traders: we were greeted with enthusiasm and many compliments. The warm 
welcome that I received from so many made me sorry that I ever stopped organizing 
CITP. The red zone although very full was a happy and jovial place. I can proudly 
report that I was not threatened with assault from anyone or greeted with anything 
other than respect and friendliness. In fact there was a noticeably happy atmosphere 
throughout the park the whole day. 
 
I saw no drunkenness or bad behaviour, and talking to people, everyone was happy, 
smiling and relaxed. 
 
What does the future hold for this event?  The VSCC has done it in an amateurish 
way for 37years, and we have never realised anywhere near the potential for 
sponsorship. The amount given by the Witness is insignificant in comparison with  
the Duzi or the Midmar  mile sponsorships . The budget for Art in the Park far 
exceeds ours. This year the costs for staging CITP will be about R140,000-00, actual 
monetary sponsorship zero!  
 
I honestly think that no one in the VSCC can take it to the next level.  Perhaps it’s 
time to have a professional management team in place and for them to secure 
enough sponsorship to cover their costs and make a profit. 
 
With sufficient sponsorship of about half a million Rands this can become the 
premier event in SA, not in numbers but in profitability.  Anyone who says that profit 
is not important is living on cloud nine and has had no exposure to the world of 
commerce and business.  Only an experienced organisation with significant 
connections can find this kind of money. It’s there for the taking but we have not 
been able to harness what’s available. 
 
To all of you who helped even in a small way or brought cars we have not seen in 
years, Thank you. It’s you the members who make this possible, and as members of 
the VSCC take the financial risk of a washout year. 
 
The feedback so far has been wonderful from both merchants and exhibitors. The 
extra payments have been significantly higher than expected. 
 
There is room for improvement as always. I did make a few miscalculations as to 
how many would register on the day. Facts show that in 2011 about 500 registration 
forms were completed, and in 2012 around 600. This year I had about 800 
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registration forms, which were far too few. The 1000 Windscreen boards were all 
used and many went without. In all the years that I have been involved this has 
never happened before. All that is left is a damaged one for the files. 
 
Two of the caterers were sold out by 1pm. One of them has been with us for years 
and has always had enough to last the day, the other was new and did not expect 
the popularity of her fish and chips.  For the first time ever cold drinks and draft beer 
ran out. 
 
I look forward to some constructive criticism and workable suggestions.  
 
Sincerely,  
Fred. 
 
(Described by some as a “rubbish” and a “bitter old man”)!! 
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
     Short items of interest are always wanted for inclusion in our newsletter (max 
between one half and two pages) Contact Gillian at gillian2@telkomsa.net 

            
ON THE COVER 

 
Fred Rascher’s Model “A” seen at Cars in the Park. 
 

INDEMNIFICATION 
Members, guests, visitors and any other persons’ attention is drawn to 

Indemnity requirements in the VSCC Constitution and posted in the VSCC 
Clubhouse bar and main hall. 

 
SAVVA  collector’s vehicle insurance scheme 
 
For Full comprehensive cover 
Contact person - Glenn Broadhurst  or Madelene Wiese at FNB Insurance Brokers 
 
Phone -                087 736 2222 
Fax -                    011 699 0783 
E-mail-                  madelene.wiese@fnb.co.za  
 

 
When you are born, you are given the book of your life.  The number of pages is 
predetermined, but these pages are blank, and it’s up to you to fill them.  You don’t 
have to follow someone else’s outline.  When you were a child, your parents and 
society wrote the first chapters for you, and you may not like them very much.  But 
nothing is forcing you to continue writing the story of your life as they began it.  So 
turn over a new page today, take the pen in your own hand, and start to write your 
own story.  After all, you only live once.     
                                                                         Lucien Auger,  S’aider soi-même 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
Subscriptions 2013/2014 Club Year (based on Membership type & due 1 July). 
 
Full Member                                                        R230 including SAVVA fee 
Full member plus spouse/partner                        R290 including SAVVA fees 
Country Member                                                  R210 including SAVVA fee 
Country Member plus spouse/partner                   R260 including SAVVA fees 
Associate Member*                                              R125 excluding SAVVA fee 
Associate Member plus spouse/partner                 R170 excluding SAVVA fees  
 
* Applicable to members of another club and awarded at the committee’s discretion. 
 
New applications for Membership include an indemnity that is valid for Life. 

 
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter postage  *       R65 + R20 SAVVA fees 
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter e-mail  *       R20  SAVVA fees  
Life Member (Principal and Associate – Spouse/Partner) *    R90 + R20  SAVVA fees 
Honorary and Honorary Life Membership *        Free. 
  
 * Awarded at Committee discretion. 
 
There is a once off entrance fee of R100 on application for membership. 
A charge to be determined will be levied for posted newsletters. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Banking Details:  Account name – Vintage Sports Car Club:   Bank – Nedbank:  
 Branch - Hayfields:  Branch Number – 13 40 25: Account number – 13 40 505 339:  
Always include member’s name on the deposit slip.  
                                                                                              
REGALIA:  The club has caps, of the “one size fits all” type, embroidered with the VSCC 
logo, available for sale at R45 each.  Shirts are available for sale at R130 each.  See the 
‘Klink’ attendant, for your Requirements. 
 
VISITORS:  Visitors are welcome, but as we are licensed, please ensure that your 
guests are ‘signed on’ in the visitors register. This gives them temporary membership 
status, and entitles them to make purchases from the bar. 

  
CLUB TIMETABLE 

 Every Friday night:  ‘Klink’ 
June 7th. 14th. 21st. 28th.  July 5th. 12th. 19th. 26. 
The AIR-CONDITIONED ‘Klink’ will be open from 17h30 until 21h00. Braai fires will 
be provided, and you are invited to bring your own braai meat and/or salads to enjoy 
at the Club.. 
Second Saturday of every month:  ‘Bonnets Up’ / Club Open Day: 
 From around 12 noon until then ‘The Klink’ will be open, plus the availability of 
either boerewors rolls, hamburgers or an alternative being made available for 
purchase.   
Don’t forget, tea/coffee, pancakes and/or other goodies are a regular option.   
The Library and  Spares Department will also be open. 
 
Third Sunday of every Month;  Regular Club Outing. Motorcycles are most 
welcome at this run. 
(Happens the weekend following after bonnets Up which becomes 4th weekend if 1st falls on 
a Sunday            
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PAST EVENTS 
 

May 
 

Sunday 5th May:  Baynesfield – Music in May 
 

Saturday 11th May:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  No theme 
 
Sunday 19th May:  Cars in the Park. 
 

COMING  VSCC  AND  OTHER  CLUB  EVENTS 
RED BOLD - Depicts VSCC Club Events          ITALIC -  Depicts other Events  

 

June 
 

Saturday 8th June:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day. No theme 
 
Sunday 16th June:  Regular Club Outing.  To be announced 
 
Saturday 29th June:  Auction at Sylviavale Heritage Museum 
 
Sunday 30th June: 1000 Paws Walk for SPCA- Hilton College grounds  
  

July 
 

Saturday 13th July:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  Hobbies Day and boot 
sale 
Sunday 21st July:  Regular Club Outing.  To be announced 
 

Bonnets up Events 2013 
 
JANUARY EUROPEAN CARS 
FEBRUARY AMERICAN CARS 
MARCH BRITISH SPORTS CARS 
APRIL ORPHANED CARS 
MAY CARS IN THE PARK 
JUNE NO THEME 
JULY HOBBIES DAY AND BOOT SALE 
AUGUST AGM 
SEPTEMBER MOTORCYCLES 
OCTOBER ITALIAN CARS 
NOVEMBER FORD DAY 
DECEMBER NO THEME 

 
Orphaned Cars:  Marques that have stopped being produced and their 

manufacturing rights are lurking in the bottom of a filing cabinet. 
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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

New Members 
We have no new members for introduction. 
 

      Spares Department 
We are looking for volunteers to help clean up the spares department.  Work parties 
will be organized for a week day as well as a weekend to accommodate all those 
willing to help.  Please contact Johan Viljoen on 072 750 1255 if you are interested in 
assisting. 
 
Note to non-local enthusiasts. Please be advised, we work on a select-yourself 
system and are unable to take orders or arrange delivery.  
It is advisable to bring a sample, as not all parts are identified. 
 

Hire of Club Hall 
If members wish to hire the club hall please could the form on the adjacent page be 
completed and handed in.  Copies of the form are also available at the Klink. 
 

Vehicles for hire 
The following members are willing to hire out their cars for weddings and other such  
occasions. 
 
Robin Inggs  
Mike Westray        033 386 2593  mikewestray@gmail.com 
Robin Phipson      033-345 0061  phipson@wandata.com 
Saxon Murray.  
Tony Psaila (1937 Cadillac)  tonytractor@tpstorage.co.za  
 
 
BEST EVER SENIOR CITIZEN JOKE  
 
A little silver-haired lady calls her neighbor and says, "Please come over here and 
help me.  
I have a killer jigsaw puzzle, and I can't figure out how to get started."  
Her neighbor asks, "What is it supposed to be when it's finished?"  
The little silver haired lady says, "According to the picture on the box, it's a rooster."  
Her neighbor decides to go over and help with the puzzle.  
She lets him in and shows him where she has the puzzle spread all over the table.  
He studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at the box, then turns to her and 
says,  
"First of all, no matter what we do, we're not going to be able to assemble these 
pieces into  
anything resembling a rooster."  
He takes her hand and says, "Secondly, I want you to relax. Let's have a nice cup of 
tea ,  
and then," he said with a deep sigh ............  
"Let's put all the Corn Flakes back in the box."  
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THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN VETERAN & VINTAGE 

ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
  
 

SAVVA Technical Tip 73 : Silicone brake fluids - to use or not to use 
 
The question often arises – should I convert to silicone brake fluid or not? There 
have been so many positives and negatives about this issue. I would therefore like to 
add my little bit to the saga of “to use or not to use”. I can only go on my own 
experience. 
 
For about 30 years I owned a 1930 Dodge which had hydraulic brakes as standard. 
A problem was that every couple of years the brakes had to be stripped down to 
remove the crystallized jelly that had built up on the wheel cylinders, honed and new 
washers fitted. Apparently the problem is that conventional brake fluid is hydroscopic 
and on top of that our early cars don’t generate enough braking heat to disperse any 
resultant water build up.  
 
Eventually I had to have the cylinders re-sleeved because of pitting and the 
continuous honing. I then took the plunge and converted to silicone fluid. Until I sold 
the car some 15 years later I never had to attend to the brakes again - in fact, I don’t 
recall having to top the master cylinder. 
 
I’ve heard comments like – after using silicone fluid the brake pedal was spongy, or, 
the washers swelled up. Well maybe, however I think you will find in these cases 
they didn’t fit modern brake washers but used the old rubber based ones that they 
had on the shelf. I know numerous car owners who have used silicone fluid with very 
positive results. 
 
For those of us who don’t know the history of Silicone fluids, I believe it was originally 
developed by Dow Corning for, amongst other users, the US Army. They used it in 
vehicles that were waiting for a war to happen. You must appreciate once a war has 
started there’s no time to start overhauling brake systems.  
 
Silicone brake fluid tends to be more expensive than conventional brake fluid, but 
over a period of time pays for itself. Availability may be problematic but most 
professional brake repair shops as well as motorcycle shops stock it. 
 
It is interesting to note that many modern car and motorcycle manufacturers are 
using silicone fluids in the braking systems. 
 
Note:  If you decide to go the Silicone route please get advice on how the clean out 
the brake fluid from the system. If my failing memory serves me right they use 
meths.  
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AUCTION AT SYLVIAVALE HERITAGE MUSEUM  
 

It’s not often that a museum sells its assets, but this June, the Sylviavale Heritage 
Museum based in Vanderbiljpark is planning an exciting auction of vintage, classic 
and collectable vehicles as well as automotive memorabilia set to take place on 29 

June 2013 at the  Museum’s premises. 
 

According to museum curator Siggi Düvel, “We have a number of significant projects 
that we know the museum do not have the ability to restore, and in keeping with our 
desire to have exciting vintage vehicles on the road rather than sitting in storage, we 

want to give the public the ability to take on these projects and at the same time 
raise funds to continue to grow the museum. 

 
There are an incredible variety of vehicles that we will be disposing of, from 

convertibles to  trucks, all in different states of repair, from barn find to show cars, but 
most importantly, every vehicle has a fantastic story to tell. 

 
Some of the notable passenger vehicles in running condition include a 1923 Ford 

Model T Tourer, a 1930 Chevrolet Sports Roadster, a 1948 International KB12 
Woody, a 1957 Hillman Minx convertible, and a 1958 Wolsley 1500. Future classics 
include a 1989 Ford Bronco Eddie Bauer edition, and a 1991 Mercedes Benz 560 

SEC. 
 

Sylviavale is not just a collector of passenger cars, but also, of trucks and tractors. 
For this reason, they have some hard-to-find commercial vehicles in good condition 
included in the  auction. Buyers will be offered a number of trucks such as a 1937 

International Panelvan, a1949 GMC Truck, a 1957 Commer Pick-up, a 1958 
International Dreyer drill rig and a 1970International 1300 Pick-up truck.  

 
Tractors in good condition include 1951 Farmall Cub Model B, 1954 Farmall BM, 

1954 Farmall M Rowcrop, 1957 John Deere 70, 1957 Deutz 40S.  
 

Various vehicles suitable for restoration or parts include a 1934 Ford Phaeton, a 
highly desireable right hand drive 1962 Ford Galaxie convertible, a1926 Dodge 
Brothers Tourer, a1948 Buick Sedanette, a 1948 Fleetmaster, a 1960 Sunbeam 
Series 1. Commercial vehicles include a 1937 Ford Pick-up, a 1938 Oldsmobile 
truck, a 1938 Diamond T truck, a 1942Chevrolet fuel bowser, a 1942 Warde la 

France wrecker, a 1946 Ford tipper, a 1951 FordPick-up, a 1955 Albion tipper,a 
1957 Mercedes Benz 917 truck, a 1965 AEC 8-wheeler, a1976 Tatra 6x6. Tractors 
include a 1936 Oliver 80, a 1942 Ford 2N, a 1950 Hanomag 45, a1951 John Deere 
Model B, a 1952 Allis Chalmers WC35, a 1952 Deutz 514, and a 1952Allgaier R20.  

 
Other unique lots on auction will include a restored ox wagon, old plant, workshop 

machinery,  antique implements, tools, and signage.  
 

According to Shannon Winterstein, of WH Auctioneers, “It’s infrequent to see such 
an exciting and eclectic mix of vehicles and in such a variety of condition. We know 

this is going to be a great day.” 
 

Watch the Press for further details or contact Siggi: Cell 082 492 5214, Tel (016) 
932-2495,email: sylviavale@heritagemuseum.co.za.  
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SERVICES 
     

Services listed will be rotated on a tri-monthly basis. 
 

The VSCC is not responsible for the quality of the services provided by the above 
service providers. 

 
• PMB Carburettor Centre: Contact Robin on 033-3450061 for all carb and 

distributor spares  and repairs back to about 1920. If they haven't got it, they 
can usually make it, or import it. Proper computerised gas flow rig also 
available for test/development purposes for anything through which gasses or 
liquids flow. 

  
• Silver Wings: For silver plating  and expert welding, soldering and brazing 

repairs. Polishing of brass, copper, aluminium and stainless steel. Contact 
Robin or Sue on 033-3453650.  
 

• Magneto Repairs:  Offered by Rod Thomas of Waterfall. He can be 
contacted on 031-762 1509 or 073-365 6494 
 

• Gearbox Shoppe: Gearbox and diff specialists.  14 MacFarlane Street, PMB. 
Contact Graham Keir.  Phone 033-3427543 / Fax 033 -3450479 / Cell 
0828938782. 
 

• Silverton radiators. Radiators, auto air-conditioning and fuel tanks - sales, 
service and repairs. 299 Boom Street, Pietermaritzburg. 033 3422604. 

 
• Piston rings of any size made up to suit your engine. – 

     H.W.Godwin & Son.  Phone:  011-622 2546.    Speak to Andrew or David. 
 
• Peter Malherbe does very good job of making up brake hoses - any type. 
             Phone 082 682 8142  
 
• Colour restoration and repair of leather – vinyl – plastic – velour, and 

carpets.  Contact:  Sonette van Niekerk.   033 330 3352.   
 

• Wood burnt Art:  Commissions undertaken, portraiture, ethnic, plus the Big 5        
Showroom: 524 Bulwer Street, Pietermaritzburg. Tel: (033) 342 2513 

 
•      Old car engine Spares.  “If it’s available I’ll find it for you.” Telephone Lionel  

 on 072 146 9543.  Cape Town. 
 

•      B-Secure:  For your alarm and security needs contact B-Secure on  
 (033) 3424 222. 

 
 
Kids in the backseat cause accidents.... accidents in the backseat cause kids. 
 
There are only three types of people in this world. Those who can count and those 
who can't. 
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FOR SALE 
 

 
• **1977 MGB GT. FSH with documented history since 1977. Interior and exterior 

is totally original. Includes original radio New tyres. Original Mileage from new - 
101 500. Asking R85000. Contact Mark Shoesmith on 082 564 2924. Picture 
below. 

• *1964 Ford Thunderbird for sale.  Contact Carola Redinger on  0741250054. 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am a 62 year old pensioner and biker of over 40 years. The purpose of this 
communication is to advise as many bikers as possible of a used motorcycle 
parts scam. This perpetrator apparently caught a number of people in 2011 and 
has again begun his illegal activities. 
His modus operandi is to contact bikers who have advertised on Gumtree and in 
Bike SA magazines etc that they are in need of certain parts. This person then 
contacts the advertiser and tells them he has exactly what he/she needs. He is 
very plausible on the phone and offers a valid bank account number (which gets 
closed afterwards).Needless to say he asks for payment upfront, but the parts 
never ever arrive because I suspect he never had any parts in the first place. 
He drags out the deal as long as possible offering many excuses (so he can keep 
his bank account open as long as possible)and then stops taking your calls or 
communicating with you an d closes his bank account to avoid you tracking him 
down. Clearly he prefers remote customers, such as myself on the West Coast 
that cannot simply call on him in Gauteng to conclude the deal/sort things out 
His name is John du Plooy (Cellphone number 0722980734).I believe he lives in 
the Dunswart area although one of the addresses provide by him (apparently 
false) was 16 Valbini Street,Glenvista. 
I paid him in January for Kawasaki KLE body parts and never received them. He 
initially offers plausible excuses such as the Courier breaking down, postal 
strikes, death in his family etc etc. 
Because Simon of Bike SA has indicated that he cannot run my story until this 
party is convicted, I have chosen to alert my fellow bikers to my unsatisfactory 
dealings with this person in this manner, in the hope they too do not fall victim to 
this person because if you are a pensioner like me you can least afford to being 
ripped off. 
I give this information to you for what it may be worth and should you learn of 
anyone else that has been caught by du Plooy (I know of one other so far) I will 
be happy to hear from them. 
  
Yours faithfully,  
Alan Duffell-Canham 022 772 0934 or 083 715 2972 
Langebaan West Coast. 
 
This is one account of this happening. Please take care when purchasing through 
the newspaper or the internet. Ed. 
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Bike Chatter 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Husqvarna 
 
Husqvarna was a bicycle manufacturer in Sweden before making motorcycles.  In 
1903 they began producing motorcycles by fitting engines from other manufacturers 
to their bicycle frames.  By 1920 they had established their own engine factory.  It did 
not take long before they developed motorcycles for the racing industry in the 
classes up to 1000cc. 
 
The make was very successful on the racing track in Sweden and Europe in the late 
1920’s and early 1930’s.  One of the big advantages the company embraced was 
achieving a good power-to –weight ratio.  They achieved this by using light alloys in 
the engine as well as the motorcycle frame.  The company pulled out of the racing 
scene in the mid 1930’s due to a reducing market for large motorcycles.  The 
production of large motorcycles had ceased altogether by 1936. 
 
In 1935 the company produced its first two-stroke motorcycle.  The motorcycle had a 
98cc engine and pedals like a bicycle.  It proved to be very popular and before WWII 
provided thousands of motorcycles to the Swedish public. 
 
The “Svartkvarna” was released in 1946, providing an alternative form of transport to 
the motorcar.  The Silver Arrow was produced in 1957 followed shortly by the Golden 
Arrow.  These two machines were used as the basis for the development of the 
companies motocross machines.  The company became very successful in the 
European and World Championship levels of motocross racing. 
 
In 1979 Husqvarna was taken over by Elektrolux.  Elektrolux decided that they did 
not want to go into motorcycle production and in 1986 Cagiva took over the 
motorcycle business. 
 
The brand continued to produce winning machines in several classes.  In 2003, the 
company turned one hundred during which they won four world titles and launched a 
new model. 
 
This manufacturer is an example of a great survivor. 
 
This article was written with reference to “The Complete Encyclopedia of Classic 
Motorcycles” by Marco de Cet. 
 
Gillian 

 
 

Who is General Failure and why is he reading my hard disk? 
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CARS IN THE PARK 
 
A slightly chilly morning gave way to perfect weather by mid morning and the crowds 
came in droves to view the cars on show.  The attendance was so successful that 
the gates had to be closed shortly after mid day due to the park’s capacity having 
being reached. 
 
The prime attraction to the show was the sports cars.  A record number of modern 
sports cars came together on the day with a bumper selection of Porsches, a Ferrari, 
Lotuses and more for the visitors to feast their eyes on. 
 
Every year there is at least one truly bling vehicle on display.  This year it was the 
mini pictured in our gallery.  This was in stark contrast to the minis on display on the 
oval, packed with luggage and covered in travel dirt, they were the picture of a car 
being used for the reason they were made. 
 
The oval was filled with grand stands representing, amongst others, Mercedes Benz, 
MG, Rover, Fiat, Alfa and Alfa Romeo.  The prize for best stand went to Mercedes 
Benz for their magnificent stand, which no  doubt took significant effort to put 
together.  The turnout of vehicles by Mercedes was impressive. 
 
The usual entertainment was the parade by the Pietermaritzburg Caledonian Band 
who as usual had a faithful following and a large crowd who thoroughly enjoyed their 
music.  Also on hand was a fire truck which the kids had great fun climbing over. 
 
On show was also a variety of older cars which showed the degree of technical 
development in the industry in a little over a hundred years. 
 
The food available for the visitors was varied and abundant.  The food stands were 
doing so well that those that didn’t run out of supplies during the day carried on 
selling well after many of the exhibitors had left, and showed no signs of packing up. 
 
Overall the day was a huge success that was enjoyed by the exhibitors and the 
public alike.  Congratulations need to go out to Fred and his organising team and all 
the helpers that made the day what it was.  Without your efforts Cars in the Park 
cannot happen. 
 
Gillian 
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The Ferrari 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bling, Bling  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Some well travelled 
minis 
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The motorcycles 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
They came in all sizes – big and 

small 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The trophy goes to Mercedes 
Benz 

 
 

               A Model ‘T’ Ford 
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MARQUES THROUGH THE AGES  

 
Rover 

 
Rover, established as a bicycle maker, began making motorcycles, finally producing 
its first motorcar in 1904.  It was not a particularly profitable venture until the 1930’s 
when the business fell under a new general manager, Spencer Wilks.  Wilks made 
changes including making quality a key point and producing an integrated range.  
The result was that by World War II, Rover was associated with quality cars.  The 
target market was the middle class and did not produce economy cars or limousines. 
 
During WWII Rover had run a factory for the British Government at Solihull. After the 
war Rover moved into that factory.  As with many other manufacturers, Rover 
produced revamped pre war models after the war, the economy being particularly 
tough.  The P3 model however was fitted with a new engine. 
   
The company was developing new engines for its models over the next few decades. 
 
By the early 1970’s Rover had become part of the rationalism in the British car 
industry resulting in the formation of British Leyland.  A series of reorganisation 
resulted in Rover being placed in the quality car division with Jaguar and Triumph.  
The large range of marques limited the funding available to develop significantly 
resulting in rebadged Honda’s in the 1980’s. 
 
Rover did however begin producing its own engines again with models being 
produced with the new engines from about the 1990’s. 
 
Financial problems led Rover being sold repeatedly until finally being independent by 
2000, a subject of a business consortium and a management buyout. 
 
Rover has been one of few marques of the many British makes that were made to 
have survived the economic turmoil and the two world wars. 
 
This article was written with reference to “The Encyclopedia of Cars” by Peter 
Henshaw. 
 
Gilian 

 

 
 
Travelling by car one day, my husband wasn’t wearing a safety belt when we were 
suddenly stopped by a traffic officer.  The officer was most courteous, and after a 
routine check of the car told us everything was fine.  Then, almost as an 
afterthought, he said to my husband, “I see you are not wearing a safety-belt, sir.  
Today it will cost you nothing, but next time it might cost you your life.”  My husband 
has never forgotten his seatbelt again.    H. Snetler, Paterson, Cape 
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TAILPIECE 
 

 

 

Here's a guy is in his 70's who loves to fish.  
 
He was sitting in his boat the other day when he heard a voice say,  
'Pick me up.' 
 
He looked around and couldn't see anyone.  
 
He thought he was dreaming when he heard the voice say again, 'Pick me up.'  
 
He looked in the water and there, floating on the top, was a frog. 
 
The man said, 'Are you talking to me?' 
 
The frog said, 'Yes, I'm talking to you. Pick me up, then kiss me  
and I'll turn into the most beautiful woman you have ever seen. 

I'll make sure that all your friends are envious and jealous, because I will be your 
bride!' 
 
The man looked at the frog for a short time, reached over, picked  
it up carefully and placed it in his shirt pocket. 
 
The frog said, 'What, are you nuts?  Didn't you hear what I said?  
I said, "Kiss me and I will be your beautiful bride."' 
 
He opened his pocket, looked at the frog and said, 'Nah.  At my age, I'd rather have 
a talking frog.'  
 
 
With age comes wisdom.  
 
 

 
 
 

_____  ______    ___    ________ 
 

Drive Carefully!   See You at the Club.  

________________________________   
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