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Vintage Sports Car Club 

     
 P O Box 11709, Dorpspruit, Pietermaritzburg 3206 

 
 “Forward into the Past” 

  
This is the newsletter of the Vintage Sports Car Club. Opinions expressed herein do 
not necessarily represent those of the Committee, the Editor, or of the Club. 
 
Regular gatherings are held at the Clubhouse, Oribi Road, Pietermaritzburg, and as 
per the schedule of events published in this newsletter. 
 
Visitors are welcome in the care of a Member and should be signed on by that 
Member. 
 
On Bonnets-Up and Club Open Days, parking in front of the Clubhouse is reserved 
for Club Qualifying Vehicles Only, and you are requested to park modern vehicles 
behind the Clubhouse. 
 
 

          Office Bearers: 2012/2013 
 

Trustees   Peter Houston, Fred Rascher and Grenville Manton 
 
Club President         Clyde Wyatt 
 
     

   Committee and Portfolio Holders 
 

Chairman     Fred Rascher   033 394 2502 
Vice Chairman    Andrew Haupfleish  033 342 9628 
Treasurer     Andrew Haupfleish  033 342 9628 
Secretary     Vacant – to be filled 
SAVVA Delegate    Ron Richmond  033 344 1943 
Clubhouse      Norma and Norman Crouch 033 386 2751 
Spares      Johan Viljoen   072 750 1255  
Klink      Tony Fourie   082 823 8833 
Newsletter     Gillian Richmond  083 253 9762 
Motorcycles     Stuart Anderson  083 650 1522 
Clubhouse Events    Aisne Rascher   033 394 2505  

 
VSCC eMail:     vscc@vodamail.co.za      
Newsletter eMail:  gillian2@telkomsa.net 
 
Affiliated to SAVVA                        SAVVA Website: www.savva.org.za 
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 
November is here already. Soon the shops will be awash with Christmas 
decorations, and those annoyingly repetitive Christmas carols will be filling the air.   
Prices will go up and budgets strained, as anyone who has read the Vance 
Packard’s  book  the Hidden  Persuaders  will know.  We are all victims of 
advertising. We seem to enjoy both knowing that ads are hustling us and choosing to 
be hustled. 
 
 I recently attended the Johannesburg motor show.  By 11 am on Saturday the place 
was packed solid, with throngs of people at the various stands. The crowd appeal of 
a car show is astonishing,  
 
 Ford had ethnic dancers on the hour every hour with people standing 6 deep to see 
the unveiling of the new models. This was quite a laugh as they were on view for the 
following 55 minutes, and then covered for the next dance performance and 
unveiling. Quirky and expensive but everybody there had the opportunity to feast 
their eyes on the spectacular red EVO and the new Fusion.  
 
The biggest surprise was the lack of knowledge of the vehicles displayed by the staff 
in attendance at some stands, Mazda, Mercedes and Chevrolet in particular. But 
then we were greeted by one super efficient young lady at the Lexus stand.  
On the Honda stand the NSX  Concept car was undoubtedly the star of the show, 
and if the rumour  is true that it will be in production in 2 years’ time, then all other 
super car manufactures will have to go back to the drawing board.   
 
I have been trying to find all car manufacturers that started production in 1914.  So 
far I have found Maserati  and Trojan. Does anyone know of any other make that we 
can feature at Cars in the Park next year?  
 
There is a 40’s Trojan van in Ixopo but it’s rather derelict, and there are a  few new  
Maseratis here in PMB.  
 
Our Breakfast runs have been well attended, the most recent at Sakabula. We must 
thank everyone who braved the cold and rainy weather to make the event a success.  
The Friday night suppers have not been well supported to date.  I hope that more 
members take advantage of this facility. I would hate these to be stopped due to lack 
of support.  
 
The floor has been sealed and the kitchen is almost complete. So things are 
happening and improvements are ongoing. 
 
 November 30th is the date for our Christmas party.  This will be a dinner dance and 
the dress smart casual.  Please see the colourful ad in the Newsletter. The VSCC 
will partly sponsor its members. Non members will be required to pay the full price. 
The hall can comfortably accommodate 70 to 80 people so book early to avoid 
disappointment!  
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all our members a blessed Christmas and a 
happy and healthy New Year and may the VSCC continue to grow from strength to 
strength! 
Fred 
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     Short items of interest are always wanted for inclusion in our newsletter (max 
between one half and two pages) Contact Gillian at gillian2@telkomsa.net 

            
ON THE COVER 

  
A rare sight!  Two 1969 and 1970 Ferrari 265 GTO’s, belonging to Sir George Albu 
and Trevor Lewis, parked alongside each other at October’s bonnets up – Italian car 
day. 
 

INDEMNIFICATION 
 

Members, guests, visitors and any other persons’ attention is drawn to 
Indemnity requirements in the VSCC Constitution and posted in the VSCC 

Clubhouse bar and main hall. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Subscriptions 2013/2014 Club Year (based on Membership type & due 1 July). 
 
Full Member                                                        R230 including SAVVA fee 
Full member plus spouse/partner                        R290 including SAVVA fees 
Country Member                                                  R210 including SAVVA fee 
Country Member plus spouse/partner                   R260 including SAVVA fees 
Associate Member*                                              R125 excluding SAVVA fee 
Associate Member plus spouse/partner                 R170 excluding SAVVA fees  
 
* Applicable to members of another club and awarded at the committee’s discretion. 
 
New applications for Membership include an indemnity that is valid for Life. 

 
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter postage  *       R65 + R20 SAVVA fees 
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter e-mail  *       R20  SAVVA fees  
Life Member (Principal and Associate – Spouse/Partner) *    R90 + R20  SAVVA fees 
Honorary and Honorary Life Membership *        Free. 
  
 * Awarded at Committee discretion. 
 
There is a once off entrance fee of R100 on application for membership. 
A charge of R120 will be levied for posted newsletters.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Banking Details:  Account name – Vintage Sports Car Club:   Bank – Nedbank:  
 Branch - Hayfields:  Branch Number – 13 40 25: Account number – 13 40 505 339:  
Always include member’s name on the deposit slip.  
                                                                                              
REGALIA:  The club has caps, of the “one size fits all” type, embroidered with the VSCC 
logo, available for sale at R45 each.  See the ‘Klink’ attendant, for your Requirements. 
 
VISITORS:  Visitors are welcome, but as we are licensed, please ensure that your 
guests are ‘signed on’ in the visitors register. This gives them temporary membership 
status, and entitles them to make purchases from the bar. 
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CLUB TIMETABLE 
 Every Friday night:  ‘Klink’ 

 
November 1st. 8th. 15th. 22nd. 29th. December 6th. 13th. 
The AIR-CONDITIONED ‘Klink’ will be open from 17h30 until 21h00. Braai fires will 
be provided, and you are invited to bring your own braai meat and/or salads to enjoy 
at the Club.. 
Second Saturday of every month:  ‘Bonnets Up’ / Club Open Day: 
 From around 12 noon until then ‘The Klink’ will be open, plus the availability of 
either boerewors rolls, hamburgers or an alternative being made available for 
purchase.   
Don’t forget, tea/coffee, pancakes and/or other goodies are a regular option.   
The Library and  Spares Department will also be open. 
 
Third Sunday of every Month;  Regular Club Outing. Motorcycles are most 
welcome at this run. 
(Happens the weekend following after bonnets Up which becomes 4th weekend if 1st falls on 
a Sunday            

 
 

 
THE SENILITY PRAYER : 
 Grant me the senility to forget the people  
 I never liked anyway, 
 the good fortune to run into the ones I do, and  
 the eyesight to tell the difference. 
 
I feel like my body has gotten totally out of shape, so I got my doctor's permission to  
join a fitness club and start exercising. 
I decided to take an aerobics class for seniors. 
I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and down, and perspired for an hour. But, by the 
time I got my leotards on, the class was over. 
 
WHY I LIKE RETIREMENT !  
QUESTION: Why are retirees so slow to clean out the basement, attic or garage? 
ANSWER: They know that as soon as they do, one of their adult kids will want to 
store stuff there. 
 
QUESTION: Why does a retiree often say he doesn't miss work, but misses the 
people he used to work with?  
ANSWER: He is too polite to tell the whole truth. 
 
QUESTION: Why don't retirees mind being called Seniors? 
ANSWER: The term comes with a 10% discount. 
 
QUESTION: What's the biggest gripe of retirees? 
ANSWER: There is not enough time to get everything done. 
 
QUESTION: How many retirees to change a light bulb? 
 ANSWER: Only one, but it might take all day. 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

October 
5th to 6th October: 2013:  Shongweni Expo.  
 
Saturday 12th October:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  Italian Cars 
 
Sunday 20th October:  Regular Club Outing.  Sakabula near Thornville .  

 
 

COMING  VSCC  AND  OTHER  CLUB  EVENTS 
RED BOLD - Depicts VSCC Club Events          ITALIC -  Depicts other Events  
 
 

November 
3rd to 6th November: 2013:  2013 Fairest Cape Tour.  
 
Saturday 9th November:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  Ford Day 
 
Sunday 17th November:  Regular Club Outing. To be announced 
 
Saturday 30th November:  Christmas Dinner Dance 
 
 

December 
 
Saturday 14th December:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  No theme 
 
 

Bonnets up Events 2013 
 
JANUARY EUROPEAN CARS 
FEBRUARY AMERICAN CARS 
MARCH BRITISH SPORTS CARS 
APRIL ORPHANED CARS 
MAY CARS IN THE PARK 
JUNE NO THEME 
JULY HOBBIES DAY AND BOOT SALE 
AUGUST AGM 
SEPTEMBER MOTORCYCLES 
OCTOBER ITALIAN CARS 
NOVEMBER FORD DAY 
DECEMBER NO THEME 
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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

New Members 
 
We welcome one new member, Bob Brigden, who owns a BMW K75 motorcycle. 
 

      Spares Department 
 
Note to non-local enthusiasts. Please be advised, we work on a select-yourself 
system and are unable to take orders or arrange delivery.  
It is advisable to bring a sample, as not all parts are identified. 
 

Hire of Club Hall 
 
If members wish to hire the club hall please could the form on the adjacent page be 
completed and handed in.  Copies of the form are also available at the Klink. 
 

Vehicles for hire 
 
The following members are willing to hire out their cars for weddings and other such  
occasions. 
 
Robin Inggs          072 202 6598 
Mike Westray        033 386 2593  mikewestray@gmail.com 
Robin Phipson      033-345 0061  phipson@wandata.com 
Saxon Murray.  
Tony Psaila (1937 Cadillac)  tonytractor@tpstorage.co.za  
 

Christmas Shutdown 
 
The club traditionally closes between Bonnets up in December and Bonnets up in 
January.  In terms of this the club will close after Bonnets up on 14 December 2013 
and will reopen on 11 January 2014.  We also get to look forward to a bonus issue of 
the Hornblower.  There will be no January 2014 issue but a combined December / 
January issue that is a little longer than usual. 
 
 
SAVVA  collector’s vehicle insurance scheme 
 
For Full comprehensive cover 
Contact person - Glenn Broadhurst  or Madelene Wiese at FNB Insurance Brokers 
 
Phone -                087 736 2222 
Fax -                    011 699 0783 
E-mail-                  madelene.wiese@fnb.co.za  
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THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN VETERAN & VINTAGE 

ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
 Technical Tip 78 - Water Hoses 

 
Recently I had to take the head off an engine that just wouldn’t run right and had a 
tendency to run a tad warm. It was a 1960’s overhead valve engine, typical of that 
era British sports car.  After wasting hours messing around with the carbs, timing, 
valve clearances etc it became obvious that the problem had to be with the innards – 
so off came it’s head. 

When the head was on the bench and stripped the mystery deepened some-what as 
the valves etc were in perfect condition. Obviously, we should have taken a 
compression check first but it was too late once the head was off. I was reminded of 
the old saying “lazy people do the most work”. 

I assumed the problem must be piston related therefore the engine must come out. 
The laborious task of taking the engine out starts with the removal of the radiator, so 
off came the top hose and then the bottom hose and surprise, surprise – guess what 
I found – the top hose was obviously a bit too big so a previous owner had, in their 
infinite wisdom, wound some plastic insulation tape around to take-up the clearance. 
The problem was that with heat of the engine the glue on the tape had softened and 
slid back over the water pump’s orifice reducing the water flow by more than 50%. 
See picture. 

At this stage I was more or less commited to pulling the engine out. Once the engine 
was out and stripped I found all the top piston rings broken. This must have been the 
problem right from the beginning. The big question was why? There wasn’t a ridge at 
the top of the bore and  the pistons were in perfect condition, so one has to assume 
that the restricted water flow had caused serious overheating, resulting in broken 
rings.   
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SERVICES 
     

Services listed will be rotated on a tri-monthly basis. 
 

The VSCC is not responsible for the quality of the services provided by the above 
service providers. 

 
• Tyrewise, contact William Walker for expert advice on all your tyre and 

wheel balancing requirements, on 033 342 3566, or call at 341 Berg Street. 
Go to his website at www.tyredamage.com 
 

• Silicon Brake Fluid available at Motorcycle Centre, 265 Berg St. 033-394 
6941 

           and Race Spares Africa 084 396 0285 Roger Veitch 
 
 

•       Waterflow Plumbing cc For general plumbing services, clearing blocked 
      drains etc.  Contact Clinton Hart on 076 194 4185 or 033 - 396 6953    

 
•  New Parts.  Ford ignition coils1937-41, 1952 ford stop/tail light lenses,  

 Zephyr 1936- 39 rear light lenses, 1951-54 Ford V8 tail light lenses, 
 1959 Ford parking light lenses, Chrome tail light housing1951/52 Zephyr & 
Consul. 
 Flywheels – A30, Morris Minor, Taunus, Prefect, Anglia, Zephyr.  
 Period wheel trims – Simca, Taunus and others.  Rings, Fanbelts 1950’s 
Chrysler. 
 Jansen’s Motor Spares (Klerksdorp) 018 462 9121. 

• Durose’s. now at 103 Commercial road, (Chief Albert Luthuli) same phone 
033 345 3331.  They have a large selection of parts for 50’s & 60’s vehicles.   
 

• Good weld – Specialised welding; TIG & MIG, Aluminium, Magnesium, 
Titanium, Stainless, Cast Iron, Pewter, Etc. Turning, Spline cutting, General 
engineering. Run by enthusiasts.   4 Roger de Klerk Place, Mkondeni. Phone, 
033 346 1207 

 
• Bearings & Seals – 424 Greyling St. (Also ‘O’ rings, belts, roller chain etc,) 

Contact Dennis on 033-345 7739 or 082 656 4864, who will do his best to 
locate items needed, if not in stock. 

  
•      Professional bead blasting with proper glass beads, professional chassis 
          clean, professional repairs and vacuum pulling/pumping of BMC hydrolastic    
          suspension units.     Contact Robin on 033-3450061, or visit 23 West Street. 
 
 
Just before the funeral services, the undertaker came up to  the very elderly widow 
and asked, 
'How old was your husband?' '98,' she replied.... 
'Two years older than me' 
'So you're 96,' the undertaker commented. 
She responded, 'Hardly worth going home, is it?  
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FOR SALE 

• ***Hi guys I'm formerly from Ladysmith kzn now living in Hilton KZN.I own a 
1970 Volvo 122s B20 2 door. The car is up for sale  and going at R45-000 
ONCO. Please pass the message along to the other members in the club. I 
would really appreciate it. Note everything works 100% in the car and it 
drives very well contact me on. Suveer 078 246 9159 

• ***We are a dealership in Classic, Vintage and Sports Cars in Knysna.  We have 
a beautiful 1957 Rover 90 that we have in stock at the moment.  It has been in 
our showroom for quite a while and I wonder if there is somebody in your club 
that would be interested.  The price is R50 000.00 negotiable.  This vehicle is a 
runner and starts without any hassle and is also registered and licenced. Contact 
Louise Kemp at House of Classic and Sports Cars on 083 256 2086 

• ***I currently have some wonderful cars for sale, such as a Perana Capri race 
car, Bentley S1 continental, and many many more interesting cars, If you are 
hunting for a special classic, or have something to sell, - please contact me!  
Brian@noik.co.za.  0824169584 

WANTED 
• ***Barbie Lindeque is looking for unwanted men’s ties. They are being used to 

teach ladies to make handbags and skirts out of ties. Please could you leave 
them at the klink marked for her attention. 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 
A special meeting is to be held at November bonnets up to deal with the unadopted 
minutes of the previous AGM.  Notices have gone out. 
 

DINNERS ON FRIDAY NIGHTS 
 
Meals will be available at the clubhouse on Friday nights.  A different meal will be on 
offer each week.  See Fred’s Chatter for more details on Friday night’s activities.  
The planned offerings for the next few weeks are: 
 
4 October:  Beef Curry and Rice 
11 October:  Chicken a la King  
18 October:  Mince Bolonaise 
25 October:  Chicken Peri Peri (Hot and Mild) 
1 November:  Macaroni and Mince 

 
 
It's scary when you start making the same noises as your coffee maker. 
 
These days about half the stuff in my shopping cart say  'For fast relief.' 
 
Know how to prevent sagging? 
Just eat till the wrinkles fill out. 
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Bike Chatter 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
BIMOTA 

 
    Bimota  is based in the Romania region of Italy. Up until 1973, it was in the 
business of heating and air-conditioning systems.  The business was founded by 
Bianchi, Morri and Tamburini.  The first two letters of each of their names make up 
the business name.  The company set out produce advanced and refined limited 
edition motorcycles.  They were to be based on Japanese and Italian superbikes 
models. 
    The first bike they produced was the HB1, H for Honda and B for Bimota.  The 
model was based on the Honda CB750 four.  In order to produce their motorcycles, 
the company used clever engineering, state of the art technology and significant 
attention to weight and handling. 
    It did not take long to make an impact on the race circuits, winning the 1980 350 
cc Grand Prix championship on a Yamaha based machine. 
    In 1977. The first road only machine, the SB2, was based on a Suzuki engine.  
The KB1 was then produced, based on a Kawasaki.  In 1982, the DB1, based on the 
Ducati V- Twin engine, was presented at the Milan Show. 
    It was expensive to produce these models, which made the retail models 
expensive.  The luxury market is limited and during the 1990’s the market proved 
challenging.  The Ducati based machine did not sell well.  In 1998 500cc V-Due was 
release with a Bimota engine. It had design flaw which forced the company to ditch 
it’s fuel infection system and re-engineer the engine.  It required all the models to be 
recalled.  This was happening during the 2000 World Superbike season and one of 
the main sponsors withdrew. 
    Due to this problem as well as the market crises, the company found itself in 
severe difficulties in the early 2000’s and filed for bankruptcy.  It was taken over in 
2002 and renamed Bimota SpA.  The goal was to return to the basics of what the 
company was formed for, to produce state-of-the-art motorcycles. 
    In 2003 the company resumed operations with a new model being released in 
2004.  It was the Bimota BD5 and won the “Motorcycle Design Award”.  Later models 
have since been developed with the DB9 and DB10 were shown at the Milan EICMA 
2011. 
    In an article dated 25 October 2013 the following was quoted from the company: 
“At EICMA, we will unveil our ultimate superbike, powered by the BMW S1000RR, 
and that will be our top performance bike for super enthusiasts. We are working to 
expand after-sale service in cooperation with BMW, to ensure our customers have 
the best possible service under any circumstance.” 
 
    This article was written with reference to The Complete Encyclopedia of Classic 
Motorcycles by Mirco De Cet, Wikipedia, www.cycleworld.com and www,bimota.it. 

Gillian 
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FREESTATE NATIONAL RALLY AND RENDEZVOUS TOUR 
  26-28 SEPTEMBER 2013 

 
 
Six couples from the VSCC set off for Fouriesburg on Wednesday 25th September 
for what turned out to be a very eventful rally.  Those taking part were Peter & Di 
Houston (1936 Ford V8 Roadster), Trevor & Val Lewis (1958 Studebaker Power 
Hawk), Tim & Alison Lewin (1937 Citroen 12), Bertram & Rose Mapstone (1971 
MGB Roadster), Clyde & Rose Wyatt (1958 Rover P4 90) and Martin Schofield & 
Charmaine Ahrens (1972 Lancia Fulvia). 
 
The Houstons & Lewins left a bit earlier, being in older cars, followed by the Wyatts 
and Schofields, with the Lewises and Mapstones bringing up the rear.  When we 
reached the Tugela tollgate, we found the Houstons broken down and stopped to 
help.  Not long afterwards we were joined by the others.  Peter’s yellow and black 
“Bumble Bee” had sheared the bolt holding the generator onto the block, causing the 
generator and fan to fall off.  Having made up a fanbelt to fit, Peter was then able to 
limp through to Ladysmith where he eventually, after several attempts, found an 
engineering firm which was willing and able to assist.   
 
In the meantime, the rest of the group pushed on, stopping for breakfast at 
Montrose, and reached Fouriesburg around 2pm.  After registration and 
scrutineering, a sociable time was enjoyed on the verandah of the Fouriesburg 
Country Inn, where we were all staying.  That evening there was a spitbraai supper 
and competitors’ briefing, and then we were all off to bed, the navigators first busying 
themselves with calculations on their route schedules. 
 
In the morning we were concerned to hear that Di Houston had had a bad turn 
during the night.  Fortunately one of the competitors (Abe Zeilinga) is a doctor and 
Peter was able to wake him to attend to her.  After some medication, all seemed well 
and thankfully there were no more incidents during the event. 
 
The first day’s rally saw us heading through to Bethlehem, with a tea stop at the local 
airfield, and then on to a lunch stop at Rosendal.  The afternoon leg, bypassing 
Ficksburg, ended with a tricky “end of regularity" at the SECOND 60kph limit sign in 
Fouriesburg.  Fortunately for most of us who would have lost points at this stage, the 
last marshal point was cancelled because many vehicles had been held up at a 
Stop-Go section of roadworks.  Tim Lewin experienced problems, with his Citroen 
making a loud noise that he eventually assumed to be the speedo cable, but all was 
quiet again once it snapped!  Of course, he could not verify what the problem was as 
all odometers were blanked off and sealed for the duration of the rally.  When the 
results were posted up on the board, we found that the Zeilingas had finished first, 
with a total penalty of 15 seconds. 
 
Day 2 was also the concurrent running of the Rendezvous Tour.  The route took us 
down through Golden Gate to Harrismith, after a tea stop at the Trout & Mallard 
Restaurant at the Body Bliss Day Spa, just outside Clarens.  Lunch was at the 
Harrismith Bowling Club.  Returning through the Golden Gate Park again, most of us 
found it very difficult to keep to the times on the schedule in order to get to the start 
of regularity on the other side of the park.  It was very sad to see large areas of the 
park totally burnt out by fires.  We had a brief “comfort stop” at Clarens, with a circuit 
around the village square, and then headed back to Fouriesburg.  There was a very 
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strong wind all day, which made it particularly unpleasant for those in open vehicles, 
such as the Houstons. There was another trick section to finish off the day, when the 
route ended after the SECOND crossroad, bypassing the first entrance into 
Fouriesburg.  Some of us calculated correctly by noting the clue “SB Pedestrians for 
2km”, which wouldn’t be inside the town.  Many of the competitors, including several 
experienced rallyists, took the first entrance, thereby losing 600 points.  When the 
results were displayed we were all delighted to see that Trevor & Val Lewis had 
come first.  That evening there was a lengthy delay whilst the organisers dealt with a 
protest, but finally, at the prizegiving dinner (for the Rendezvous Tour) the Lewises 
were presented with a large trophy, together with another one for winning in their 
vehicle category.  Clyde was also delighted to receive a trophy for the Rover, which 
he kept spick and span by getting up early each day to wash it. 
 
On the third day, with clear blue skies, the route took us again through Bethlehem 
and then out in another direction, on the Warden road.  Although it looked an easy 
route, there were tricky sections, with lots of speed changes and long stretches 
without reference points to check speeds.   We ended at Clarens, where we were 
free to spend the rest of the afternoon and the R200 lunch money that had been 
handed out to all participants.  Tim Lewin had another set-back when his Citroen 
suffered a blow-out on the way back to the hotel. 
 
Trevor & Val Lewis couldn’t believe it when the results pinned up in the lounge 
showed that they had again come first.  Final results for the 3-day rally had the 
Zeilingas in first place with only 75 seconds error overall, an amazing feat!  The 
VSCC group acquitted themselves well, with the Lewises in 4th place, Houstons 6th, 
Wyatts 8th and Lewins 10th.  The Mapstones, being totally new to the game, came 
20th and team Schofield, with a very nervous Charmaine navigating for the first time, 
came 19th.  They earned some valuable experience which will stand them in good 
stead for their next rally!  At the prizegiving dinner that evening all sorts of trophies 
and gifts were handed out.  The Houstons, Lewises, Lewins and Wyatts received 
trophies for various places within their vehicle categories. 
 
The Lewins set off for home early the next morning but shortly afterwards phoned 
through to say they had another blow-out and with no spare, they were in a spot of 
bother.  They managed to get a towing firm from Bethlehem to come and fetch their 
vehicle, whilst the rest of the VSCC team caught up with them and kept them 
company for a while on the roadside.  Their luggage was shared out and the rest of 
the party then pushed on, except for the Houstons and Wyatts.  After a lengthy 
delay, the vehicle was eventually loaded up and Tim & Alison had a ride back to 
Howick with the Wyatts.  On Tuesday, Clyde went back up to Bethlehem with Tim 
and a couple of spare tyres and they drove back together without further incident. 
 
There were far fewer participants this year than previously, around 26 in all.  Some 
of the vehicles taking part were a couple of Ford V8s, a Model A, several MGBs, 
MGA, MGC, Peugeot 203 and 404, Merc 230.4 and 220S, Triumph TR7, Austin 
Healey, Lancia, Alfa Spider, Volvo 122S, Sunbeam Rapier, VW Beetle. 
 
All in all, apart from the various mishaps, it was a very enjoyable rally.  The 
Fouriesburg Country Inn certainly provides an excellent venue, with good food and 
friendly hospitality.  The scenery in that part of the country is really magnificent.  The 
Freestate club, as always, did a superb job of organizing the rally and we greatly 
appreciate their effort, commitment and friendship.  Our only wish is that we could 
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encourage more VSCC members to save up some money and take part in these 
rallies.  They really are a great way to challenge yourselves and your vehicles and to 
meet up with other like-minded people from the rest of the country.  Remember, our 
club does also help towards the cost of the fuel. 
 
Rose Wyatt 
 
Thanks to Martin Schofield for the photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A line up of the VSCC participants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chilling out 
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                                                                                                Prizegiving 
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MARQUES THROUGH THE AGES  

 
Isotta-Fraschini 

 
The business was established by three me, Vincenzo Fraschini – the visionary, 
Cesare Isotta – the capital investor and a lawyer to boot and Giustino Cattaneo – an 
engineer.  It initially started in 1898 without Cattaneo importing Renalts and De 
Dions into Italy.  They began building their own cars after two, years expanding 
greatly with the addition of Cattaneo.   
 
The company was winning car races before the outbreak of World War I.  Despite 
this good start, the company faced a cash crisis in 1907 which led to joining forces 
with Lorraine-Dietrich. 
 
After World War I, a Type 8 was released in 1919.  This placed them in competition 
with Mercedes and Rolls Royce.  Their chassis was advanced with a powerful 
engine and variety of coachwork available.  It became a sought after car.   
 
The leaving of Isotta and Fraschini in 1922 resulted in significant changes.  The new 
owner was Count Lodovico Mazzotti who looked into diversifying into aero engines.  
As a result the Type 8 had to look after itself and the car part of the business 
stagnated, collapsing in 1933.  The company was bought by Caproni who was only 
interested in the aero engines. 
 
During World War II the company manufactured engines for aeroplanes, trucks and 
boats.   
 
After the war the company attempted to revive it’s car business.  It produced the 8C 
Monterosa, but the car was too advanced and only six were sold before production 
ceased once again.   
 
Since then the company has concentrated on engines and industrial drivetrains. 
 
This is a great example of how manufacturing cars cannot be a sideline in a 
business.  It requires intensive attention and constant innovation to develop. 
 
This article was written with reference to The Encyclopedia of Cars by Peter 
Henshaw. 
 
Gillian 

 
 

Reporters interviewing a 104-year-old woman: 
'And what do you think is the best thing about being 104?' the reporter asked... 
She simply replied, 'No peer pressure.' 

 
The nice thing about being senile is you can hide your own Easter eggs and have 
fun finding them. 
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TAILPIECE 
 

 
 
 

I've sure gotten old!  
I've had two bypass surgeries, a hip replacement,  
new knees, fought prostate cancer and diabetes.  
I'm half blind,  
can't hear anything quieter than a jet engine,  
take 40 different medications that  
make me dizzy, winded, and subject to 
blackouts.  
Have bouts with dementia.  
Have poor circulation;  
hardly feel my hands and feet anymore.  
Can't remember if I'm 85 or 92.  
Have lost all my friends. But, thank God,  
I still have my driver's license 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____  ______    ___    ________ 
 

Drive Carefully!   See You at the Club.  
________________________________   
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