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Vintage Sports Car Club 

     
 P O Box 11709, Dorpspruit, Pietermaritzburg 3206 

 
 “Forward into the Past” 

  
This is the newsletter of the Vintage Sports Car Club. Opinions expressed herein do 
not necessarily represent those of the Committee, the Editor, or of the Club. 
 
Regular gatherings are held at the Clubhouse, Oribi Road, Pietermaritzburg, and as 
per the schedule of events published in this newsletter. 
 
Visitors are welcome in the care of a Member and should be signed on by that 
Member. 
 
On Bonnets-Up and Club Open Days, parking in front of the Clubhouse is reserved 
for Club Qualifying Vehicles Only, and you are requested to park modern vehicles 
behind the Clubhouse. 
 
 

          Office Bearers: 2012/2013 
 

Trustees   Peter Houston, Fred Rascher and Grenville Manton 
 
Club President         Clyde Wyatt 
 
     

   Committee and Portfolio Holders 
 

Chairman     Fred Rascher   033 394 2502 
Vice Chairman    Andrew Haupfleish  033 342 9628 
Treasurer     Andrew Haupfleish  033 342 9628 
Secretary     Janice McKenzie 
SAVVA Delegate    Ron Richmond  033 344 1943 
Clubhouse      Norma and Norman Crouch 033 386 2751 
Spares      Johan Viljoen   072 750 1255  
Klink      Tony Fourie   082 823 8833 
Newsletter     Gillian Richmond  083 253 9762 
Motorcycles     Stuart Anderson  083 650 1522 
Clubhouse Events    Aisne Rascher   033 394 2505  

 
VSCC eMail:     vscc@vodamail.co.za      
Newsletter eMail:  gillian2@telkomsa.net 
 
Affiliated to SAVVA                        SAVVA Website: www.savva.org.za 
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CHAIRMANS CHATTER 
 
A  New Year, and one month already gone!  
 
We are going to be spoiled as far as competitive events are concerned over the next 
few months:   the big one for the motorcyclists is the DJ on March 7th.  And then in 
early May a veteran, vintage and post vintage rally here in Natal. With the VSCC’s 
new incentive to encourage its members to participate by partially sponsoring them, 
the VSCC should be very well represented at these events.  
 
Bonnets up will be on February 8th and then a Club Breakfast on Sunday February 
16th. This will incorporate a small “Concourse de elegance”   with the winner chosen 
by the ladies!  In addition, members are encouraged to all bring their older cars to 
this one, as a prize will be also be awarded to the oldest car on the day.  
Cars in the Park is on its way. The only obstacle that may present a problem is that 
according to rumour, the next ANC general election will not be held in April as 
everyone thinks, but in May. We just hope that it’s before CITP and not after. 
We will soon be needing volunteers for the many small and large jobs that have to 
be done in the weeks before CITP.  
 
The first breakfast run of the year was to Dovehouse Organics, 8kms from Howick 
on the Karkloof Road, a very rustic setting at the end of a 1km farm road, which 
happily was negotiated by all the cars without mishap, and luckily with no rain. The 
breakfast served was enjoyed by everyone, and had to be partially sponsored by the 
VSCC to ensure that sausages, fruit juice, toast and jam, tea and coffee were all 
included in the price.  The little shop adjacent to the restaurant did a brisk trade with 
sales of fruit, veggies, bottled chutneys and jams, some woodwork items and clothes 
bought by our members. The Dovehouse staff made a special effort to please 
everyone, and by all accounts, they succeeded!  
 
We are also thinking about having a sit-down lunch at the club on one Sunday of 
every month instead of the Friday night suppers. These lunches will include 2 mains, 
vegetables and desert. Please let us know what you think of the idea. Obviously we 
would have to know how many to expect in advance for catering purposes.  
    
Enjoy the heat,  
Fred 
 
     Short items of interest are always wanted for inclusion in our newsletter (max 
between one half and two pages) Contact Gillian at gillian2@telkomsa.net 

            
ON THE COVER 

  
The 1965 230S Automatic owned by Chris Carlisle-Kitz seen at bonnets up in 
January 2014. 
 

INDEMNIFICATION 
 

Members, guests, visitors and any other persons’ attention is drawn to 
Indemnity requirements in the VSCC Constitution and posted in the VSCC 

Clubhouse bar and main hall. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
Subscriptions 2013/2014 Club Year (based on Membership type & due 1 July). 
 
Full Member                                                        R230 including SAVVA fee 
Full member plus spouse/partner                        R290 including SAVVA fees 
Country Member                                                  R210 including SAVVA fee 
Country Member plus spouse/partner                   R260 including SAVVA fees 
Associate Member*                                              R125 excluding SAVVA fee 
Associate Member plus spouse/partner                 R170 excluding SAVVA fees  
 
* Applicable to members of another club and awarded at the committee’s discretion. 
 
New applications for Membership include an indemnity that is valid for Life. 

 
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter postage  *       R65 + R20 SAVVA fees 
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter e-mail  *       R20  SAVVA fees  
Life Member (Principal and Associate – Spouse/Partner) *    R90 + R20  SAVVA fees 
Honorary and Honorary Life Membership *        Free. 
  
 * Awarded at Committee discretion. 
 
There is a once off entrance fee of R100 on application for membership. 
A charge of R120 will be levied for posted newsletters.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Banking Details:  Account name – Vintage Sports Car Club:   Bank – Nedbank:  
 Branch - Hayfields:  Branch Number – 13 40 25: Account number – 13 40 505 339:  
Always include member’s name on the deposit slip.  
                                                                                              
REGALIA:  The club has caps, of the “one size fits all” type, embroidered with the VSCC 
logo, available for sale at R45 each.  See the ‘Klink’ attendant, for your Requirements. 
 
VISITORS:  Visitors are welcome, but as we are licensed, please ensure that your 
guests are ‘signed on’ in the visitors register. This gives them temporary membership 
status, and entitles them to make purchases from the bar. 

  
CLUB TIMETABLE 

 
 Every Friday night:  ‘Klink’ 

 February 7th. 14th. 21st. 28th. March 7th. 14th. 21st. 28th. 
The AIR-CONDITIONED ‘Klink’ will be open from 17h30 until 21h00. Braai fires will 
be provided, and you are invited to bring your own braai meat and/or salads to enjoy 
at the Club.. 
Second Saturday of every month:  ‘Bonnets Up’ / Club Open Day: 
 From around 12 noon until then ‘The Klink’ will be open, plus the availability of 
either boerewors rolls, hamburgers or an alternative being made available for 
purchase.   
Don’t forget, tea/coffee, pancakes and/or other goodies are a regular option.   
The Library and  Spares Department will also be open. 
Third Sunday of every Month;  Regular Club Outing. Motorcycles are most 
welcome at this run. 
(Happens the weekend following after bonnets Up which becomes 4th weekend if 1st falls on 
a Sunday            
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PAST EVENTS 
 

December 
 
Saturday 14th December:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  No theme 
 

January 
 
Saturday 11th January:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  European Cars 
Saturday 19th January:  Regular Club Outing. Breakfast run to Dovehouse 
Organics in Howick 
 

COMING  VSCC  AND  OTHER  CLUB  EVENTS 
RED BOLD - Depicts VSCC Club Events          ITALIC -  Depicts other Events  
 

February 
 
Saturday 8th February:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  American Cars 
Saturday 16th February:  Regular Club Outing. Club Breakfast on Sunday 
February 16th. This will incorporate a small “Concourse de elegance”. 

 
March 

 
Saturday 15th March:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  Sports Cars 
Friday 7th March:  Durban to Johannesburg commemorative motorcycle run 
Saturday 8th March:  Maluti Cars at the airport.  Bethlehem. 
www.maamc.co.za  
Saturday 23rd March:  Regular Club Outing. To be announced 
 

Bonnets up Events 2014 
 
JANUARY EUROPEAN CARS 
FEBRUARY AMERICAN CARS 
MARCH SPORTS CARS 
APRIL NO THEME 
MAY NO THEME 
JUNE NO THEME 
JULY HOBBIES DAY AND BOOT SALE 
AUGUST AGM / NO THEME 
SEPTEMBER MOTORCYCLES / FORD DAY 
OCTOBER ITALIAN CARS 
NOVEMBER FORD DAY / MOTORCYCLES 
DECEMBER NO THEME 

 
Please note that all cars/bikes are welcome regardless of the theme.  Feel 

free to display your classics on the front lawn every month. 
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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

New Members 
 
We have several new members for introduction.  We welcome 
Clive  and Brianne Downard 
Roger Donaldson 
Angus  and Jane Flockhart 
Michael van der Pol 
Hans Hartmann 
Garth Adams 
Apologies for some late introductions but the temporarily unmanned secretarial 
function caused some delays.  This has now been addressed. 
 

      Spares Department 
 
Note to non-local enthusiasts. Please be advised, we work on a select-yourself 
system and are unable to take orders or arrange delivery.  
It is advisable to bring a sample, as not all parts are identified. 
 

Hire of Club Hall 
 
If members wish to hire the club hall please could the form on the adjacent page be 
completed and handed in.  Copies of the form are also available at the Klink. 
 

Vehicles for hire 
 
The following members are willing to hire out their cars for weddings and other such  
occasions. 
 
Robin Inggs          072 202 6598 
Mike Westray        033 386 2593  mikewestray@gmail.com 
Robin Phipson      033-345 0061  phipson@wandata.com 
Saxon Murray.  
Tony Psaila (1937 Cadillac)  tonytractor@tpstorage.co.za  
 
 
SAVVA  collector’s  vehicle insurance scheme 
 
For Full comprehensive cover 
Contact person - Glenn Broadhurst  or Madelene Wiese at FNB Insurance Brokers 
 
Phone -                087 736 2222 
Fax -                    011 699 0783 
E-mail-                  madelene.wiese@fnb.co.za  
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THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN VETERAN & VINTAGE 

ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
 

 
SAVVA Technical Tip 80 – A very special tool 

 
It’s Christmas time and most clubs don’t publish a newsletter for December, so for 
those that do, I think we can take a bit of license. 
 
This tip is aimed at us oldies who:   
 

a. cannot afford to go on holiday, or who  
b. can afford to go on holiday but don’t want to.   

 
The tool in question is a “must have” for those of us who have a tendency to drop 
nuts, bolts and spanners down past the engine or other vital innards. As most of us 
have experienced - when things fall, two things happen: 
 

1. For some unknown reason, they disappear, never to be seen again, or 
2. they roll midway under the car where one has to lie flat on ones tummy to 

retrieve them.  
 
It’s the latter we will address, the problem of getting up and down.   
 
Before starting on a project you should arm yourself with the special tool pictured 
below, commonly referred to as a “broom”.  When spanners, nuts and bolts etc fall 
down under the car one takes the broom and “sweeps” the offending item to the side 
of the vehicle where it can be easily retrieved.  I have a friend who is a bit smarter 
than me and has gone one step further and developed a stick with a magnet 
attached to the end which enables him to retrieve the items from the floor or that are 
stuck halfway down the engine bay. They say ’necessity is the mother of all 
inventions”. 
 
May you and your loved ones have a Merry Christmas a great New Year.  Happy 
motoring in 2014.    

 
 

Q: What do you get if you cross a cocker spaniel, a poodle and a rooster? 
A: Cockerpoodledoo! 
 
Q: What do you get if you cross a dog and a cheetah?  
A: A dog that chases cars - and catches them! 
 
Q: What do you get if you take a really big dog out for a walk? 
A: A Great Dane out!  
 
Q: What do you get when you cross a race dog with a bumble bee? 
A: a Greyhound Buzz. 
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SAVVA Technical Tip 81 – Earth straps 
 

So often engines are removed and the earth straps are discarded and not refitted.  
The starter motor draws a considerable amount of current via the heavy lead that 
connects to the positive terminal of the battery to the starter via the starter relay.  
One must keep in mind that a similar conductor/path must take the negative current 
back to the batteries negative terminal from the starter motors body.  
 
The problem with the return path is that the engine is invariably electrically isolated 
from the chassis by the rubber engine and gearbox mountings.  To overcome this 
problem a heavy braided strap is connected somewhere between the engine or 
gearbox and the chassis. The braided strap pictured is typical of those that fit across 
one of the engine mountings allowing a heavy current to travel between the engine 
and chassis. 
  
So often these straps are discarded when an engine is removed and replaced and 
the consequences can be extremely dangerous.  If the earthing strap has been 
discarded or broken and the starter motor operated, the current will take whatever 
route is available back to the battery. If a proper path has not been provided it will 
find it’s own way back. This could be via a choke cable, accelerator cables or even 
worse, a metal fuel line. In extreme cases the current will have to travel from the 
engine to the gearbox along the drive shaft via the universal joints to the back axle, 
then, up through the spring shackles, shock absorbers or hand brake cable to the 
chassis where the battery is earthed.    
 
If the starter motor is sluggish – before buying a new battery or replacing the starter 
itself, check the negative route back to the battery. It’s possible the earth strap is 
missing, broken or even loose. If in doubt, try hooking a heavy temporary lead from 
the body of the starter to the negative terminal of the battery and see if things 
improve. 

 
 
Playing Chess 
A man went to visit a friend and was amazed to find him playing chess with his dog. 
He watched the game in astonishment for a while. "I can hardly believe my eyes!" he 
exclaimed. "That's the smartest dog I've ever seen."  
 
"Nah, he's not so smart," the friend replied. "I've beaten him three games out of five." 

………………………………. 
Movies 
A man in a movie theater notices what looks like a cat sitting next to him. 
"Are you a cat?" asked the man, surprised. 
"Yes." 
"What are you doing at the movies?" 
The cat replied, "Well, I liked the book." 

………………………………. 
Q: What is it called when a cat wins a dog show?  
A: A CAT-HAS-TROPHY!  

………………………………. 
Q: What do you get if you cross a leopard with a watchdog? 
A: A terrified postman! 
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SERVICES 
     

Services listed will be rotated on a tri-monthly basis. 
 

The VSCC is not responsible for the quality of the services provided by the above 
service providers. 

 
•      For the Enthusiast:  

 Hand made valve caps (5 different patterns to choose from)  Set of 4 – R80  
per set. (or R20 each) 
License disc holders (stainless steel and aluminium) -  R100  each 
Brass Slide-type motorcycle petrol taps - R250 each 
Knurled brass spark plug nuts with terminal lug for H/T lead – R30 per set. 
 Phone:  Lloyd du Bois, on (033) 396 6471 daytime or early evening. 

•     Old motor vehicle spares (car, truck, and tractor) Parts for most makes and 
models 1930’s – 1980’s. Huberts Old Motoring Equipment, 011-957 0206,                          
E-mail Hubert@worldonline.co.za  

 
•     Batteries 6, 8 and 12 volt, all sizes manufactured, Battery House, 

      033 394 1224  Pietermaritzburg. 
 
• G & C Enterprises – Manufacturer’s of all types of gaskets – 35 Globe Road, 

Scottsville ext. Pietermaritzburg, 3201. Phone Garth Yeoman, 083 316 6288 
or    033-386 2869 

 
• Latest Mike’s ‘A’ fordable parts catalogue (USA) now available from Ronnie 

Sutner, List of parts available ex stock Johannesburg on our notice board.  
Contact Ronnie on 083 252 0539 
 

•  Glen Kolm is a severely disabled car and bike enthusiast who is also highly 
     experienced fitter and turner. He currently assists a few VSCC members with 

 their problems. If you would like his assistance contact him on 082 812 8911. 
 
 

 
 

Q: What do you call a cat in a station wagon?  
A: A car-pet  
 
Q: What is a French cat's favorite pudding? 
A: Chocolate mousse!  
 
Q: What do you call a cat who just ate a duck? 
A: a duck-filled platy puss. 
 
Q: What did the lions say to his cubs when he taught them to hunt?  
A: 'Don't go over the road till you see the zebra crossing.' 
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FOR SALE 
 
• * Please can you advertise this 1936 Ford Panel, which is going to be sold as 

scrap weight, squashed up very soon. Owner just wants someone to take it away 
for the value of the scrap weight, so the buyer can't lose, it must be valuable to 
someone. 
 
Owner says he has been told it could be the only car in the country 
 
Contact :- Mike 0828860687 
                         033 3454656  
21 Mayors Walk, (Opposite to garages) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• * 2 x 1968 Triumph tiger 100 
2 x 1968 BSA Thunderbolt 
1954 Matchless G8 
1960 Triumph Bonneville  
2 x Sunbeam S7 
1967 Matchless 500 Single  
2 x BSA (1952 &1957) Golden Flash 
2 x Morris 1000 (1952 & 1959) 
 
Contact Frank Lupke on 072 143 2572 

 
 
Q: If a four-legged animal is a quadruped and a two-legged animal is a biped, What's 
a tiger? 
A: A stri-ped! 
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WANTED 
 

• *Exhaust manifiold for MGA.  Contact Rory Sclanders on 033 3432172 or  
0834633376. 

• *Barbie Lindeque is looking for unwanted men’s ties. They are being used to 
teach ladies to make handbags and skirts out of ties. Please could you leave 
them at the klink marked for her attention.  Below are pictures of some of the 
work produced – good work ladies! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you can see the articles take quite a few ties each.  The church would like to 
continue on with the project.  If you have any ties you can contribute, they will be 
much appreciated. 
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WEBSITE 
 

The VSCC has had a website for a while but it has not been maintained or provided 
up to date information.  
 
We now have a properly functioning website.  John Austin-Williams has established 
several car club websites and maintains them.  He has rebuilt our site entirely with a 
new face. 
 
It has several features.  Included are the newsletters that you can download at your 
leisure as well as various details about club functions, the bonnets up timetable and 
lots more.  It will be constantly updated so it will be useful to everyone concerned.   
 
Thanks John for all your hard work to date and your efforts into the future.  
 
Please visit the website and see for yourself.  Please be patient though - the site is 
new and it is at the vetting stage.  If you have any observations you would like to 
make, please notify the committee so that corrections or improvements can be 
make.  The address is www.VSCC.co.za. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Jesus is Watching 

A burglar broke into a house one night. He shone his flashlight around, looking for 
valuables, and when he picked up a CD player to place in his sack, a strange, 
disembodied voice echoed from the dark saying, "Jesus is watching you". 

He nearly jumped out of his skin, clicked his flashlight off and froze. When he heard 
nothing more after a bit, he shook his head, promised himself a vacation after the 
next big score, then clicked the light back on and began searching more valuables. 
Just as he pulled the stereo out so he could disconnect the wires, clear as a bell he 
heard, "Jesus is watching you. " Totally rattled, he shone his light around frantically, 
looking for the source of the voice. 

Finally, in the corner of the room, his flashlight beam came to rest on a parrot. 

"Did you say that?" He hissed at the parrot. 

"Yes," the parrot confessed, then squawked, "I'm just trying to warn you.” The burglar 
relaxed. "Warn me, huh? Who do you think you are any way?" 

"Moses," Replied the bird. 

"Moses" the burglar laughed. 

"What kind of stupid people would name a parrot 'Moses'?" 

The bird promptly answered: "The same kind of people that would name a Rottweiler 
'Jesus'! 
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Bike Chatter 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
JAWA-CZ 

 
JAWA was started by František Janecek in 1928 in Prague in Czechoslovakia to 
produce motorcycles.  He wanted to produce a machine under licence (The 
Wanderer 498 cc four stoke model).  This led to the name originating from the first 
two letters of Janecek and Wanderer. 
 
The Wanderer model did not sell well which inspired Janecek to begin producing his 
own motorcycle.  With the assistance of G>W> Pratchett, a new model was 
produced in 1932.  It had a Villiers 175cc, two stroke engine and an Albion three 
speed gearbox.  This model was followed by a 250 cc motocyle. 
 
This propelled JAWA to be the most popular motorcycle marquee in Czechoslovakia. 
 
Bigger models were produced during the 1930’s.  In 1938 the Villiers engines that 
were being used were replaced with JAWA engines.  In 1949 an advanced 250cc 
two-stroke was developed.  This model became the basis of the JAWA Roadster 
design for many years. 
 
CZ, an abbreviation of Ceská zbrojovka, was a factory making firearms and was a 
branch of Skoda Works.  It was established in 1919.  After WWI weapon sales 
declined and the company branched into bicycle manufacturing in 1929.  In 1932, a 
motor-driven bicycle was produced.  By 1935 the company had begun the 
manufacture of actual motorcycles in their own right.  Touring and sport versions 
were produced as well as side cars. 
 
Unfortunately the outbreak of war led to the cessation of the manufacture of 
motorcycles in 1938.  The factory was appropriated by the Germans for the 
production of arms and munitions.  In 1946 it reopened again as a motorcycle 
factory.  A 125cc was the first to be produced as demand was for small, reliable 
machines.  It was a successful move as the 125cc and its later development sold 
well. 
 
In 1946 many of the companies in Czeckoslovakia were nationalised.  JAWA and CZ 
were merged in 1949.  Both of the marques were produced as separate makes with 
occasional models labelled as JAWA-CZ. 
 
Developments continued along both lines, with CZ producing smaller capacity bikes 
and JAWA, the larger machines. 
 
Racing was done, mainly off road, with several successes logged./  Both makes 
continued along these lines, producing new models and winning trophies ion the 
race track. 
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The 1970’s delivered inexpensive and advances motorcycles from JAPAN.  CZ 
began to lose it’s market share.  In 1993 Cagive, an Italian motorcycle producer 
bought out CZ.  Cagiva suffered financial difficulties and the CZ marquee ceased to 
be produced. 
 
JAWA Moto spol. s. r. o. acquired the right to use the JAWA name in 1997.  2004 
saw the production of new JAWA models. 
 
This article was writtel with reference to The Complete Encyclopedia of Classic 
Motorcycles by Mirco de Cet, Wikipedia and www.jawa-cz.com. 

 
Gillian 
 

AL CAPONE'S 1928 CADILLAC SEDAN 
 
After Pearl Harbor was bombed on December 7, 1941, the Secret Service found 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt was to give his Day of Infamy speech to Congress 
on Tuesday, and although the trip from the White House to Capitol Hill was short, 
agents weren't sure how to transport him safely. At the time, Federal Law prohibited 
buying any cars that cost more than $750, so they would have to get clearance from 
Congress to do that, and nobody had time for that. One of the Secret Service 
members, however, discovered that the US Treasury had seized the bulletproof car 
that mobster Al Capone owned when he was sent to jail in 1931. They cleaned it, 
made sure it was running perfectly and had it ready for the President. 
 
Al Capone's 1928 Cadillac 341a Town Sedan; 
now the President's Limo December, 1941 
 
And run properly it did. Capone's car was a sight to behold. It had been painted black 
and green so as to look identical to Chicago's police cars at the time. It also had a 
specially installed siren and flashing lights hidden behind the grille, along with a 
police scanner radio. To top it off, the gangster's 1928 Cadillac 341A Town Sedan 
had 3,000 pounds of armor and inch-thick bulletproof windows. 
 
 Mechanics are said to have cleaned and checked each feature of the Caddy well 
into the night of December 7th, to make sure that it would run properly the next day 
for the Commander in Chief. 
 
It was sold at auction in 2012 for $341,000. 
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Niagara Falls 1911 
 
I got this email regarding Niagara falls in 1911. 
 
“Her mother had a cousin living in Niagara Falls that year. She told the family that 
she and her neighbours woke up in the night feeling something was wrong. It took a 
while but they finally realized that it was the lack of noise.  
 
They had all become so used to the roar of the falls that the silence was unusual 
enough to alert their senses. Of course at that time nearly all the houses were near 
the falls.” 
 
Niagara Falls had completely frozen.  If you thought our weather is crazy at the 
moment  just imagine this….. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Q: How can you tell if you have a stupid dog? 
A: It chases parked cars! 
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MARQUES THROUGH THE AGES  

 
Skoda 

 
Laurin and Klement was established in 1895 and was a bicycle, motorcycle and 
automobile manufacturer.  The company was established by Vaclav Klement and 
Vaclav Laurin.  It was based in what is currently known as Czechoslovakia. 
 
They produced their first car in 1905, a twin-cylinder Model A Voiturette.  A number 
of bigger models were developed over the next few years.  It was not long before the 
company became the biggest car manufacturer in the region. 
 
The company built buses and trucks as well as cars ad exported its vehicles 
extensively.  They also embarked on racing and rallying, which proved successful.  
In 1924 the company ran into problems which were exacerbated by a fire.   
This led to the company seeking financial assistance in the form of a new partner. 
 
Skoda Works was a arms manufacturer, amongst other concern and had become 
one of the largest manufacturing concerns in Europe.  It had begun manufacturing 
Hipano-Suiza’s under license.  In a bid to enlarge its non-arm base it acquired Laurin 
and Klement  in 1925.  The car manufacturing wing of Skoda Works was placed in its 
own  seperate company, Akciová spolecnost pro automobilový prumysl (or ASAP) 
and the cars were sold under the Skoda marquee.  The car company had a factory, 
sales offices and services offices and a workshop and employed over 4000 staff.   
 
Progression was made to the production of the company’s own range.  The company 
came up with a new design for the chassis and it became the basis for the Popular”, 
“Favorit” and “Superb” models.  By 1938 it had become the market leader in 
Czechoslovakian market with 39% of the market share. 
 
Czechoslovakia was occupied by Germany during WWII and was used by the 
Germans to produce components for military vehicles and weapons.  Production of 
passenger vehicles had virtually come to an end by 1944.  After being bombed 
several times by the allies, an allied air raid in 1945 destroyed the Skoda armament 
works. 
 
By July 1945, after WWII had ceased, the factory had been rebuilt and began 
producing the 1101 series of cars.  They were basically an updated version of the 
pre World War II Popular. 
 
Skoda was located in the communist region and became part of the “Planned 
Economy”.  Separation from Western development and political difficulties aside, 
good cars were produced into the 1960’s, however the 1960’s concepts were 
retained into the 1980’s production.  Despite the date image the rear-engined models 
still sold well and performed well against the more modern makes in the RAC rally.  
During the 1970’s and 1980’s they won their class for seventeen years running. 
 
1987/88 bought on a radical change.  The Favorit was introduced – a front-engined, 
front wheel drive version with a body designed by Bertone.  It sold well in Europe 
and continued to uphold the Skoda rallying success.  In the early 1990’s with the fall 
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of communism, VW bought a 30% share in the company, expending it’s holding by 
1995 to 70%. 
 
The takeover led to technological improvements and the introduction of the Felicia. 
 
Skodas were produced using more VW parts and continues to produce cars in 
several counties.  In 2006 production exceeded 550 000 vehicles, increasing its 
sales to 875 000 cars in 2011. 
 
This article was written with reference to Wikipedia and “The Encyc lopedia of Cars” 
by Peter Henshaw. 

 
Gillian 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

VIRTUAL TOUR OF THE LAMBORGHINI MUSEUM IN 
BOLOGNESE 

 
It’s now possible to take a stroll through Lamborghini’s official museum in Sant’Agata 
Bolognese from the comfort of your own home, thanks to the magic of Google Maps. 
Using the same technology as the Google Maps street view function, you can simply 
click your way through the two floors of the Lamborghini museum and even peer 
inside many of the cars. That’s right; the virtual experience includes a feature that 
allows users to access an interior view of a select few models. Highlights include the 
Reventon, Sesto Elemento and Estoque concept car.  
 
Spread across 1,500 square meters of show space, the museum’s collection also 
includes a selection of Lamborghini legends such as the Miura, Countach, Diablo 
and Murcielago as well as many prototypes, limited editions, one-off models, racing 
cars and marine engines. Unique scale models of original styling taken from 
Lamborghini’s Centro Stile can also be found on display along with some of the 
legendary V-12 powertrains.   
 
 

HUMPHREY BOGART’S 1940 CASABLANCA BUICK SOLD  
 
The 1940 Buick phaeton driven by Humphrey Bogart in Casablanca came up for 
auction on 25 November. The car was part of Bonhams "What Dreams Are Made Of: 
A Century Movie Magic" auction in New York City. Buick in question is a Model 81C 
trunkback convertible phaeton, reportedly one of just 230 made for the 1940 model 
year. It currently shows 42,000 miles on the odometer, and was the recipient of a 
mechanical restoration in the 1990s. This is a car from a time when no one had 
heard the words "crossover" or "four -door coupe," but buyers still had plenty  
of choices when it came to body styles. Other than a bit of movie magic, got a 320-
cubic inch inline-eight engine, three-speed manual transmission, and Aztec Brown 
paint. The car was owned by Warner Brothers until 1970, when it was sold to the first 
of a series of private owners. It last sold in June 1995 for $211,500 and this time it 
went for $461 000.  
 
Courtesy  of Autonews Dec 2013 



 19

TAILPIECE 
 

 
 
What is a Cat? 
 
1) Cats do what they want. 
2) They rarely listen to you. 
3) They're totally unpredictable. 
4) They whine when they are not happy. 
5) When you want to play, they want to be alone. 
6) When you want to be alone, they want to play. 
7) They expect you to cater to their every whim. 
8) They're moody. 
9) They leave hair everywhere. 
10) They drive you nuts and cost an arm and a leg. 
Conclusion: They're tiny little women in fur coats. 
  
What is a Dog? 
 
1) Dogs lie around all day, sprawled on the most comfortable piece of 
furniture in the house. 
2) They can hear a package of food opening half a block away, but don't 
hear you when you're in the same room. 
3) They can look dumb and lovable all at the same time. 
4) They growl when they are not happy. 
5) When you want to play, they want to play. 
6) When you want to be alone, they want to play. 
7) They are great at begging. 
8) They will love you forever if you rub their tummies. 
9) They leave their toys everywhere. 
10) They do disgusting things with their mouths and then try to give you a 
kiss. 
Conclusion: They're tiny little men in fur coats..... 
 
 

_____  ______    ___    ________ 
 

Drive Carefully!   See You at the Club.  

________________________________   
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