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Vintage Sports Car Club 
     

 P O Box 11709, Dorpspruit, Pietermaritzburg 3206 
 

 “Forward into the Past” 
  

This is the newsletter of the Vintage Sports Car Club. Opinions expressed herein do 
not necessarily represent those of the Committee, the Editor, or of the Club. 
 
Regular gatherings are held at the Clubhouse, Oribi Road, Pietermaritzburg, and as 
per the schedule of events published in this newsletter. 
 
Visitors are welcome in the care of a Member and should be signed on by that 
Member. 
 
On Bonnets-Up and Club Open Days, parking in front of the Clubhouse is reserved 
for Club Qualifying Vehicles Only, and you are requested to park modern vehicles 
behind the Clubhouse. 
 

 

          Office Bearers: 2014/2015  
 

Trustees   Peter Houston, Junior Fouche and Grenville Manton 
 
Club President         Clyde Wyatt 
 
     

   Committee and Portfolio Holders 
 

Chairman     Junior Fouche   076 095 0449  
Vice Chairman    Ron Richmond  082 859 6376 
Treasurer     John Wilsworth  081 840 9619 
Secretary     Janice McKenzie  084 557 7259 
SAVVA Delegate    Ron Richmond  082 859 6376 
Clubhouse      Norma and Norman Crouch 033 386 2751 
Spares      Johan Viljoen   072 750 1255  
Spares  Assistant    Donne Townsend  033 346 0169 
Klink      Tony Fourie   082 823 8833 
Newsletter     Gillian Richmond  083 253 9762 
Cars in the Park    Carl Habermann  082 447 3355 
Motorcycles     Wayne Westwood  082 575 3027 
Events      Charmaine Grayson  083 674 5540 
Library      Chris Diedericks 
  

 
VSCC eMail:           
Newsletter eMail:  gillian2@telkomsa.net  
Website:  www.VSCC.co.za. 
 
Affiliated to SAVVA                        SAVVA We bsite: www.savva.org.za 
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EDITORIAL 
 
As the year draws to a close we can reflect on the months gone by, in all, we have 
had a good year, a wonderful cars in the park, led by Fred and his team. 
Our membership base has also grown. The club house has hosted many functions 
and presentations which was enjoyed by all 
Renovation time again; the toilet facilities are being up graded and modernised and 
should be completed by late January 
The spares division is also being sorted, unfortunately a tedious job, thanks to a 
wonderful bunch of helpers 
A section of the spares is being separated to accommodate a museum, which I hope 
to fill with all sorts of old artefacts and car memorabilia, I will accept donations 
A Roy Hesketh  photo wall of acknowledgement for all our club members who took 
part at the track in their heyday was also initiated and seems to be well received 
I am in the process of doing the same for all the DJ participants ,if you took part 
please I need some good photos  
One of our club members Hans Coertse took part in the cannonball run in America, 
and won, Hans took time out to do a special presentation which was absolutely 
fantastic 
Special thanks goes to Norma, Norman and Zibby for their tireless effort in keeping 
everyone fed at bonnets up and keeping the clubhouse clean 
Gillian for her tremendous effort in keeping the news rolling 
Tony for his never ending and demanding job behind the Klink 
That’s all for now folks, on behalf of the committee and myself we wish you a joyous 
xmas and a healthy new year 
 
junior 
 
     Short items of interest are always wanted for inclusion in our newsletter (max 
between one half and two pages) Contact Gillian at gillian2@telkomsa.net 

            

ON THE COVER 
 
 A 1958 Lincoln Continental, belonging to Jurgen Ollerman, seen at November 
Bonnets Up. 

   INDEMNIFICATION 
Members, guests, visitors and any other persons’ at tention is drawn to 

Indemnity requirements in the VSCC Constitution and  posted in the VSCC 
Clubhouse bar and main hall. 

 
 
SAVVA  collector’s vehicle insurance scheme 
 
For Full comprehensive cover 
Contact person - Glenn Broadhurst  or Madelene Wiese at FNB Insurance Brokers 
 
Phone -                087 736 2222 
Fax -                    011 699 0783 
E-mail-                  madelene.wiese@fnb.co.za 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
Subscriptions 2013/2014 Club Year (based on Membership type & due 1 July). 
 
Full Member                                                        R230 including SAVVA fee 
Full member plus spouse/partner                        R290 including SAVVA fees 
Country Member                                                  R210 including SAVVA fee 
Country Member plus spouse/partner                   R260 including SAVVA fees 
Associate Member*                                              R125 excluding SAVVA fee 
Associate Member plus spouse/partner                 R170 excluding SAVVA fees  
 
* Applicable to members of another club and awarded at the committee’s discretion. 
 
New applications for Membership include an indemnit y that is valid for Life. 

 
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter postage  *       R65 + R20 SAVVA fees 
Life Member (Principal) Newsletter e-mail  *       R20  SAVVA fees  
Life Member (Principal and Associate – Spouse/Partner) *    R90 + R20  SAVVA fees 
Honorary and Honorary Life Membership *         Free. 
  
 * Awarded at Committee discretion. 
 
There is a once off entrance fee of R100 on application for membership. 
A charge of R120 will be levied for posted newsletters.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Banking Details:  Account name – Vintage Sports Car Club:   Bank – Nedbank:  
 Branch - Hayfields:  Branch Number – 13 40 25: Account number – 13 40 505 339:  
Always include member’s name on the deposit slip.  
                                                                                              
REGALIA:  The club has caps, of the “one size fits all” type, embroidered with the VSCC 
logo, available for sale at R45 each.  See the ‘Klink’ attendant, for your Requirements. 
 
VISITORS:  Visitors are welcome, but as we are licensed, please ensure that your guests 
are ‘signed on’ in the visitors register. This gives them temporary membership status, and 
entitles them to make purchases from the bar. 
  

CLUB TIMETABLE 
 
 Every Friday night:  ‘Klink’ 

November 14 th. 21st . 28th.  December 5 th. January 16 th. 23rd. 30th. 
The AIR-CONDITIONED ‘Klink’ will be open from 17h30 until 21h00. Braai fires will 
be provided, and you are invited to bring your own braai meat and/or salads to enjoy 
at the Club.. 
Second Saturday of every month :  ‘Bonnets Up’ /  Club Open Day:  
 From around 12 noon until then ‘The Klink’ will be open, plus the availability of either 
boerewors rolls, hamburgers or an alternative being made available for purchase.   
Don’t forget, tea/coffee, pancakes and/or other goodies are a regular option.   
The Library and Spares Department will also be open. 
Third Sunday of every Month;  Regular Club Outing. Motorcycles are most welcome 
at this run. 
(Happens the weekend following after bonnets Up which becomes 4th weekend if 1st falls on 
a Sunday            
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PAST EVENTS 
 

November  
 
Saturday 8th November:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  Ford Day 
 
Sunday 16th November:  Regular Club Outing. Run to Hennie Kritzinger’s at 
Hopwood Farm.   

 
COMING  VSCC  AND  OTHER  CLUB  EVENTS 

RED BOLD - Depicts VSCC Club Events          ITALIC -  Depicts other Events   
 
 
 

December  
 
Saturday 13th December:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  No theme 
 
 

January 2015  
 
Saturday 10th January:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  European Cars 
 

February 2015  
 
Saturday 14th February:  VSCC Bonnets up / Open Day.  American Cars 
 
 
The next breakfast run will take place in March 2015. 
 

Bonnets up Events 2014 
 
JANUARY  EUROPEAN CARS 
FEBRUARY AMERICAN CARS  
MARCH SPORTS CARS 
APRIL  NO THEME 
MAY NO THEME 
JUNE NO THEME 
JULY HOBBIES DAY AND BOOT SALE  
AUGUST AGM / NO THEME 
SEPTEMBER MOTORCYCLES 
OCTOBER ITALIAN CARS  
NOVEMBER FORD DAY 
DECEMBER NO THEME 

 

Please note that all cars/bikes are welcome regardless of the theme 
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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

      Spares Department 

 
Note to non-local enthusiasts. Please be advised, we work on a select-yourself 
system and are unable to take orders or arrange delivery.  
It is advisable to bring a sample, as not all parts are identified. 
 
 The spares department is currently under reconstruction, and it is temporarily closed 
for business. Apologies for any inconvenience. 
 

Hoist 

 
The rules for the use of the hoist are as follows: 

1.  The members use the hoist entirely at their own risk. 
2. Members using the hoist must remove all old oils, fluids and cleaning 

materials from the site after they have finished and leave the site in a clean 
and tidy condition. 

3. Members wanting to use the hoist should contact Rodney Davidson at  
033-3964471 to arrange a date and time. 

4. The cost will be R20.00 per lift for VSCC members and R40 per lift for non 
members 
 

Hire of Club Hall 

 
If members wish to hire the club hall please could the form on the adjacent page be 
completed and handed in.  Copies of the form are also available at the Klink. 

 

Vehicles for hire 

 
The following members are willing to hire out their cars for weddings and other such  
occasions. 
 
Mike Westray        072 244 4272  mikewestray@gmail.com 
Robin Phipson      033-345 0061  phipson@wandata.com 
Saxon Murray. 
Tony Psaila (1937 Cadillac)  tonytractor@tpstorage.co.za 

 
 

Cannonball Run 

 
There will be a talk, by Hans Coertse, on the Cannonball run at the Car Barn at 3:00 
pm on 13th December 2014. 
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Lost Property 

 
Recently when we were cleaning out the Voyager we found a packet under the front 
seat which we think might have been put there by someone working in the 
registration tent at Cars in the Park. 
 
The Checkers packet contained: 

• A narrow silky orange scarf with  black lines along the  borders 
• Curved black sunglasses 
• Red rimmed prescription glasses with a maroon cord attached to the arms 
• And a small rectangular black purse. 
•  

If it is yours contact Aisne (083 273 7122) and Fred (083 273 7122)  Rascher 
 
 

Friday Night Klink 
 

Please note that with effect from November 2014 the Klink will not be open on Friday 
night before bonnets up.  The barman needs some time off. 
 
 

Christmas Shutdown 
 
Please note that the club will be closing after bonnets up in December 2014 and will 
be reopening on bonnets up in January 2015. 
 
 

Garden Fairy 
 
We are looking for someone who would be interested in looking after the VSCC 
grounds.  It would not require a lot of effort.  We have garden services who mow the 
grass and take care of larger maintenance tasks as required.  The gardens however 
need some love and attention to keep them looking attractive. 
 
Please let us know if you would be interested. 
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SERVICES 
 

The VSCC is not responsible for the quality of the services provided by the above 
service providers. 

 
• Silicon Brake Fluid available at Motorcycle Centre, 265 Berg St. 033-394 

6941 and Race Spares Africa  084 396 0285 Roger Veitch 
 
 

•       Waterflow Plumbing  cc For general plumbing services, clearing blocked 
      drains etc.  Contact Clinton Hart on 076 194 4185 or 033 - 396 6953    

 
•  New Parts.  Ford ignition coils1937-41, 1952 ford stop/tail light lenses,  

 Zephyr 1936- 39 rear light lenses, 1951-54 Ford V8 tail light lenses, 
 1959 Ford parking light lenses, Chrome tail light housing1951/52 Zephyr & 
Consul. 
 Flywheels – A30, Morris Minor, Taunus, Prefect, Anglia, Zephyr.  
 Period wheel trims – Simca, Taunus and others.  Rings, Fanbelts 1950’s 
Chrysler. 
 

•      Jansen’s Motor Spares (Klerksdorp) 018 462 912 1. 
 

• Good weld – Specialised welding; TIG & MIG, Aluminium, Magnesium, 
Titanium, Stainless, Cast Iron, Pewter, Etc. Turning, Spline cutting, General 
engineering. Run by enthusiasts.   4 Roger de Klerk Place, Mkondeni. Phone, 
033 346 1207 

 
• Bearings & Seals – 424 Greyling St. (Also ‘O’ rings, belts, roller chain etc,) 

Contact Dennis on 033-345 7739 or 082 656 4864, who will do his best to 
locate items needed, if not in stock. 

  
•      Professional bead blasting  with proper glass beads, professional chassis 
          clean, professional repairs and vacuum pulling/pumping of BMC hydrolastic    
          suspension units.     Contact Robin on 033-3450061, or visit 23 West Street. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Candy canes began as straight white sticks of sugar candy used to decorated the 
Christmas trees. A choirmaster at Cologne Cathedral decided have the ends bent to 
depict a shepherd's crook and he would pass them out to the children to keep them 
quiet during the services. It wasn't until about the 20th century that candy canes 
acquired their red stripes.  
 
Frumenty was a spiced porridge, enjoyed by both rich and poor. It is thought to be 
the forerunner of modern Christmas puddings. It has its origins in a Celtic legend of 
the harvest god Dagda, who stirred a porridge made up of all the good things of the 
Earth. 
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FOR SALE 
 

• ***Jaguar XJ6 1972 4.2 licenced. In daily use and good condition. R33000 
.contact Ian 0832657938 

 

 
• ***Gedore combination spanner sets and hand tools eg. Vicegrips, pliers etc.  

Crescent shifters from 18” to 2” set all in almost new condition.   
Phone 031 701 2176 or 083 788 7434 or email budventer@gmail.com. 

 
 

• **1937 Vauxhall 12/4.  It is fully Licenced and road worthy. Well it has an S 
registration.  It recently went for some minor restoration work and a few parts in 
the engine that needed to be manufactured. Brian Style assisted me. I also have 
all the slips to proof.  It has the original 1937 Vauxhall owner’s Manual.  Asking 
price is R 90 000,00 I am negotiable.  Contact Charl Coetzee on 071 737 3676 or 
CharlC@react.co.za. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WANTED 
 

• ** Distributor and cam followers for 1959 Zephyr Mk 2. Any other spares would 
also be welcome. Contact Henk Groenewald on 082 577 3628 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

 
Long before it was used as a "kiss encourager" during the Christmas season, 
mistletoe had long been considered to have magic powers by Celtic and Teutonic 
peoples. It was said to have the ability to heal wounds and increase fertility. Celts 
hung mistletoe in their homes in order to bring themselves good luck and ward off 
evil spirits.  
 
Mistletoe, a traditional Christmas symbol, was once revered by the early Britons. It 
was so sacred that it had to be cut with a golden sickle.  
 
In southern France, some people burn a log in their homes from Christmas Eve until 
New Year's Day. This stems from an ancient tradition in which farmers would use 
part of the log to ensure a plentiful harvest the following year.  
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Bike Chatter 
 

 
 

 

 
Bike News for the Hornblower – Period Ending Novemb er 

2014 
 
2014 Cannonball Run – Talk by Hans Coertse, 21 Nove mber 2014: 
 
For those of you out there who were unable to attend Hans’ informative and 
extremely interesting talk on the 2014 Cannonball Run you’ll have another 
opportunity to hear all about his adventures at 3pm on Saturday 13th December 
where he will give another presentation at the Car Barn in Bishopstowe. 
 
Hans gave detailed background and a thorough run up to the event with regard to 
the particular motorcycle sourced (a 1924 Indian Scout), which was restored and 
used for the event which held in USA. The race started on 5th Sept 2014 at Daytona 
Beach, Florida and ended on 21st Sept 2014 at Tacoma, Washington.   Ultimately the 
trophy was triumphantly borne back to South Africa by Hans and we, as 100’s 
Riders, have only one word for him – RESPECT!   
 
Congratulations on your deserved win which had absolutely nothing to do with luck 
but more with determination and impeccable planning. 
 
100’s Christmas Party, 22 November 2014: 
 

The Western-themed party was well attended and 
everyone got into the mood and dressed 
accordingly.  Thanks must go to all who assisted 
in setting up the venue, VSCC for the use of the 
hall, Tony for keeping us all well lubricated, and 
Charmaine for the delicious food. 
 
A special word of thanks to Ekerold Yamaha who 
donated the 15 hay bales used and which have 
been delivered to the SPCA Horse Rescue Unit in 

Kloof on their behalf. 
 
National Toy Ride, 30 th November 2014: 
 
Despite the gloomy weather prediction 14 bikes (total 20 
riders & pillions) from 100’s Riders met with approximately 
7,000 other bikers at the Pavillion.  The mass ride left at 
9.30am and everyone proceeded, at times in fairly heavy 
rain, to Lords and Legends in Amanzintoti where there were 
various stalls available as well as much needed food and 
refreshment stalls, the donated toys making an impressive 
pile in the middle of the main tent.  
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YMCA Charity Event, 13 th December 2014: 
 
YMCA Pietermaritzburg in conjunction with Capital 104 FM will host the Capital 
Christmas Tree Celebration.  Santa will be interviewed at the Station from about 2:45 
to 3 pm after which he and his helpers will be transported to the YMCA where Santa 
will distribute toys to the children participating in the YMCA Summer camp.   A 
Christmas night market will be held from 5pm. 
 
100’s Riders are committed to safer, slower riding and it is compulsory for all 
participants to ride with a high-viz jacket or vest .  It should also be noted that 
we do not consume any alcohol on 100’s Group Rides.   

  

 
An artificial spider and web are often included in the decorations on Ukrainian 
Christmas trees. A spider web found on Christmas morning is believed to bring good 
luck.  
 
The modern Christmas custom of displaying a wreath on the front door of one's 
house, is borrowed from ancient Rome's New Year's celebrations. Romans wished 
each other "good health" by exchanging branches of evergreens. They called these 
gifts strenae after Strenia, the goddess of health. It became the custom to bend 
these branches into a ring and display them on doorways.  
 
The northern European custom of the candlelit Christmas tree is derived from the 
belief that it sheltered woodland spirits when other trees lost their leaves during 
winter.  
 
 

 
What kind of motorbike does Santa ride? 
A Holly Davidson! 
 
How do sheep in Mexico say Merry Christmas? 
Fleece Navidad! 
 
What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations? 
Tinsilitis! 
 
Why don't penguins fly? 
Because they're not tall enough to be pilots! 
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MARQUES THROUGH THE AGES 
 
 

The Rootes Group 
 
Rootes was established in 1913 by William Rootes in Kent, UK.  The company was 
established as a car sales company.  During World War I it was involved in the repair 
of aero engines and by 1924 had become the largest truck and car distributor in the 
UK. 
 
The company strategy was to acquire different marques that tapped into the various 
markets. 
 
During World War II the company was utilised by the British government to produce 
aircraft and military vehicles, including the Humber armoured car. 
 
In 1963 a move was made to Linwood, Renfrewshire in response to the British 
Governments introduction of the “Industrial Development Certificate” to build 
factories in depressed areas.  The consequences of this action were inexperienced 
workers and additional transport charges as the car components were still based in 
the Midlands.  The cars suffered reliability problems and warranty claims were high.  
This prevented the company’s developing other models.   
 
Lord Rootes passed on in 1964 and his son took over the business.  The problems 
experienced by industrial relations led to Chrysler taking over the company by the 
mid 1960’s.  By the early 1970’s the marques produced by the group were all but 
dead with only one model left in production in 1977.  The models were unsuccessful 
in the USA and the company collapsed in 1977 and was taken over by Peugeot-
Citroën. 
 
Some of the marques were resurrected but even they were few and were 
discontinued in the mid 2000’s.  The only physical remnant of the group left is the 
Whitley Research and Development Centre which is now owned by Jaguar Land 
Rover. 
 
Marques that were taken over by the group included Thrupp & Maberly in 1926; 
Hillman, Humber and Commer in 1931; Karrier in 1934; Clement, Talbot and 
Sunbeam in 1935 and Singer in 1956.  This vast range made the company an eager 
advocate of badge engineering. 
 
The target markets of the makers were as follows: 
Hillman: Mainstay “bread and butter” range 
Singer:  Upmarket small car buyers 
Sunbeam: Sports car enthusiasts 
Humber: Larger luxury passenger vehicles 
Commer: Vans, trucks, tractors and bus chassis 
Karrier:  Municipal and special purpose trucks , vans and buses 
 
Rootes did investigate the Volkswagen factory shortly after World War II but decided 
that it had no value. 
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Thrupp & Mayberly 
 
Thrupp & Mayberly were British coachbuilders and operated for more than two 
centuries until 1967. 
 
Thrupp was founded in 1740 and built coaches.  It merged with Maberly in 1858 and 
became Thrupp and Maberly. 
 
It started its move towards car bodies in the 1880’s and in 1896 supplied an electric 
car to the Queen of Spain.  In 1897 it acquired the license for the Duryea Motor 
Wagon. 
 
In 1926 they were acquired by Rootes who were primarily interested in distribution 
and repairs.  Bodies were made for Rolls Royce, Daimler and Bentley.  When 
Rootes bought out Humber, they produced bodies for those cars as well. 
 
After World War II the demand for luxury vehicles was declining so the company was 
used to produce bodies for the Rootes Group vehicles.  This company was closed in 
1967 due to reduced demand for its product. 
 
Hillman 
 
The Hillman-Coatalen Company was founded in 1907 in England by William Hillman 
and when Breton Louis Coatalen left in 1909 to join Sunbeam it was re-registered as 
the Hillman Motor Company in 1910. 
 
They began by making large cars and introduced smaller cars later on.The smaller 
cars sold well and after World War I was were bought back into production. 
 
In 1928 Humber took over Hillman.  Rootes gained ownership of both makes when it 
took over Humber and Hillman in 1931.  Rootes used Hillman as one of the dominant 
brands in its group.  The cars continued to be sold until 1981.  In the last few years 
they were rebadged and Peugeot and Talbot. 
 
Humber 
 
Humber was established in 1860 as a bicycle manufacturer in the UK. 
 
In 1898 the first Humber car was produced and was a tri-car.  Their first four wheeled 
car was produced in 1901.  Although embarking on a more expensive range it was 
shelved in 1908 when financial problems were suffered by the company.  By 1913 
the manufacturer was the 2nd biggest car maker in the UK. 
 
In 1925 Humber purchased Commer and expanded to the production of commercial 
vehicles. 
 
1928 led to the takeover of Hillman.  In 1931 the Rootes group bought out Humber 
and effectively took over Hillman, Humber and Commer. 
 
Leading up to and after World War II the company produced large long wheel based 
limousines. 
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The marque was used to produce war vehicles and armoured cars during World War 
II as the limousines provided good running gear and heavy duty suspension which 
was ideal in the difficult terrain.  Two Humber cars used by General Montgomery in 
North Africa still exist in.  In Australia the war surplus Humber cars and trucks did 
forty years duty on farms after the war. 
 
Chrysler stopped production of the large Humbers in 1968. 
 
Commer 
 
Commercial Car Company was founded in 1905 in London to produce commercial 
vehicles.  It‘s first vehicle was a truck in 1907 and the first bus was produced in 
1909. 
 
World War I required the factory to produce military vehicles and by 1919 it had 
manufactured over 3000 vehicles. 
 
The company suffered financial difficulties on several occasions and was taken over 
by Humber in 1925.  Karrier was taken over by Commer in 1934 as a means of the 
Rootes group acquiring Karrier.  This was done to keep the commercial vehicles 
together. 
 
In the 1950’s pickups and delivery vans were produced based on the Hillman 
models. 
 
The maker also made military vehicles for World War II.  Frank Muir reported over 
the radio, while serving in the army, that his vehicle had broken down.  His exact 
words were “The Commer has come to full stop.” 
 
It is of interest that Commer designed and made it’s own diesel engines for it’s heavy 
commercial vehicles and buses. 
 
When Chrysler took over Rootes in the 1970’s the Commer name was replaced by 
the Dodge name.  Peugoet ran the factory in partnership with the Renault line but 
discontinued the Dodge production in the early 1990’s. 
 
Karrier 
 
Clayton and Company (founded in 1905) began making Karrier car in 1908 and 
changed their name to Karrier Motors Ltd in 1920.  It also produced buses and trolley 
cars.  In 1929 it produced the “Colt” three wheeler as a dust cart chassis and this 
developed into the “Cob” tractor in 1930 used to haul road trailers. 
 
The company was taken over by the Rootes Group in 1934.  The only vehicles to 
survive the takeover were the three wheeler and the six wheel trolley bas chassis. 
 
The  trolley bus operations were sold on to Brockhouse Ltd in 1948. 
 
Due to the trucks being smaller then the Commer trucks they were popular with the 
local authorities and they became used for a variety of applications such as tipper, 
refuse collection vehicles and street lightening maintenance tower wagons.  They 
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were also popular with the airport operators for luggage carriers, water bowsers and 
toilet servicing. 
 
With the takeover by Chrysler the name fell into disuse over time but it was sold on 
to Peugoet, 
 
 
Talbot 
 
Talbot was established in 1903 to import Clement cars.  It began making cars in 
1906.  In 1920 Sunbeam and Darracq combined with Talbot to form STD Motors.  
They marketed Darracq models as Talbots in France and as Talbot – Darracqs in 
England. 
 
A new Talbot model was offered in 1920.  STD collapsed in 1935. 
 
The Rootes group bought out Sunbeam and Talbot in 1935.  Rootes merged the two 
marques into the Sunbeam-Talbot marque. 
 
Sunbeam 
 
In 1877, John Marston set up the Sunbeamland Cycle Factory to produce bikes 
under the make Sunbeam.  The company experimented with cars between 1899 and 
1901.  Sunbeam partnered with Maxwell Maberly-Smith to produce the first 
production car in 1901, the Sunbeam-Mabley.  This model was sold until 1904.  They 
then began producing other models. 
 
The business was then split in 1905.  The motorcycles and bicycles were retained by 
the company and a separate company - The Sunbeam Motor Car Company Ltd – 
was created for the motor car business. 
 
The cars were then produced by manufacturing most of the parts internally.  Within a 
few years the company was producing high quality cars.  The company began 
developing advanced high powered engines and took place extensively in ring and 
record setting. 
 
More passenger orientated vehicles were also produced and by 1911 the make was 
a major manufacturer. 
 
In 1912 the company branched out into aircraft engines. During World War I 
motorcycles, trucks and ambulances were manufactured for the war effort.  They 
also participated in aircraft production. 
 
In 1920 Sunbeam became part of STD Motors.  The make continued to sell 
limousines, saloon, touring and racing cars.  The Rootes group bought out Sunbeam 
and Talbot makes in 1935.  It was at this stage that the Sunbeam-Talbot make was 
created. 
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Sunbeam-Talbot 
 
Rootes, being a supporter of badge engineering utilised the Talbot coachwork and 
the Hillman chassis to produce their new Sunbeam-Talbot models.  Eventually only 
the Hillman and Humber parts were utilised and the  Talbot name was dropped in 
1954 to be just Sunbeam. 
 
The first model to be marketed under the new name was the Sunbeam Alpine sports 
car.  Once Chrysler took over at Rootes the Sunbeam was dropped as a make name 
in 1976.  The Sunbeam name was manufactured as a model name into the early 
1980’s. 
 
Singer 
 
Singer Motors Limited was founded by George Singer in 1874 as a bicycle 
manufacturer.  The company began producing three wheelers in 1901.  More 
conventional motorcycles were built from 1904, even offering a ladies frame in 1913.  
Once World War I had started, motorcycle manufacture was stopped. 
 
The first four wheeled car was produced in 1905.  It was a variant of the Lea-Francis.  
The first original Singer designed vehicle was produced in 1906.  After World War I 
production was resumed with Ten (designed in 1911).  It was redesigned in 1923 
and then new models were introduced. 
 
The make was competitive in the marketplace competing with Austin and Morris for 
business. 
 
After World War II production continued with the pre war models.  In 1948 new 
developments were introduced. 
 
The business was facing financial difficulties in 1956 and the Rootes group took it 
over.  It had been handling the company sales since before World War I.  The 
Singers that followed were rebadged Hillmans with Singer engines.  This engine was 
then dropped in 1958. 
 
The last car to carry the Singer name left the factory in 1970. 
 
This article was written with reference to Wikipedia and “The Encyclopedia  of Cars” 
by Peter Henshaw. 
 
Gillian 
 
 
Did you know that Santa's not allowed to go down chimneys this year? It was 
declared unsafe by the Elf and Safety Commission. 
 
How do snowmen get around? 
They ride an icicle 
 
Did Rudolph go to school? 
No. He was Elf-taught! 
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TAILPIECE 
 
 

Christmas Angel 
 
 
One Christmas, a long time ago, Santa Claus was getting ready for his 

annual trip;  

 

but there were problems ...... everywhere. 

 

Four of his elves were away sick and the trainee elves did not produce the 

toys as fast as the regular ones. So, Santa was beginning to feel the 

pressure of being behind schedule. 

 

Then, Mrs. Claus popped in to tell Santa that her mother was coming to 

stay for Christmas; which stressed him even more. 

 

After a while, he went to harness the reindeer, he found that three of 

them were about to give birth and two had jumped the fence and run away, 

heaven knows where to. 

 

Then, when he began to load the sleigh one of the boards broke and several 

large toy-bags fell to the ground, scattering their contents all over the 

place. Needless to say, Santa was not in the best of moods. 

 

Suddenly, the doorbell rang and he went to the door expecting another 

problem. But when he opened it, there was a little angel with a great big 

Christmas tree that she had brought especially to cheer him up. 

 

The angel greeted him very cheerfully, "Merry Christmas Santa Claus. Isn't 

it just a wonderful day? I have a beautiful tree for you. See, isn't it just 

the loveliest Christmas tree you've ever seen? Where would you like me to 

put it?" 

 

Thus began the tradition of the little angel on top of the Christmas tree. 

 

    __     __             ___    ________ 

Drive Carefully!   See You at the Club.  

________________________________ 
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